


this option forward. The Town of Wilton is also
investigating options beyond our one-day household
hazardous collection event to collect these bulbs
continually.

Until other collection options materialize,
fluorescent bulbs need to be properly stored until
HHW Day. Place old long bulbs in the box of the
new bulb. For the small screw shaped bulbs, it is
recommended that they be tucked into the replacement
bulb’s box and/or sealed in a plastic baggie and
stowed in a safe location until the collection day. Ifa
bulb breaks, sweep up the pieces with a paper towel,
do not vacuum, and place the pieces and paper towel
in a plastic bag and seal.

CFL Benefits and Tips

» CFL’s use 66 - 80% less electricity than regular
bulbs and last up to ten times longer.

+ CFL’s save you $30 over its lifetime.

» CFL’s generate 70% less heat. A conventional
light bulb exterior is about 300 degrees as
opposed to a CFL’s 100 degree exterior.

* Only certain CFL’s will work with dimmers or
in recessed fixtures. Read the packaging.

» Look for CFL’s with a color temperature
of 2,700-3,000K for a warmer white light.

« If CFL’s are used in the bathroom, expect a
shorter life as humidity may adversely effect
their longevity.

Patricia Sesto
Director Environmental Affairs
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Schenck’s Island Update

This winter a battle was being waged against the
tangled mass of invasive vines enrobing Schenck’s
Island. You may have noticed there was work going
on in the trees, often on cold days when no one else
would have been gardening. Thanks to the generous
efforts of CJ Robinson, Evergreen, Ridgewood
Lands, Laure]l Rock and Lee Horticultural Services
the restoration process of Schenck’s Island continues.
When asked to help in the huge undertaking of
reclaiming and restoring the Island to its former
natural beauty these companies offered their skills
pro bono.

Winter is the best time to remove vines that
threaten the health and survival of our trees. Without
leaves the vines are easier to see, unravel, and remove.
Over the last 3 years citizens of Wilton have watched
great changes transform Schenck’s Island from a
foreboding and almost impenetrable mess toward a
more people friendly place. My sincere thanks to the
owners and crews.

Stay tuned or better yet come take a walk and
check out our progress. It’s only going to get better.

Tervesa Mucci
Wilton Land Conservation Trust

Canada Geese —
An Attractive Nuisance

Canada geese are heralded for their beauty as
they pass overhead in “V” formation, heading south
in the fall. They are also cursed for their droppings,
overgrazing, and shoreline erosion in the grassed
areas they call home. This apparent mix of emotions
comes from the fact that we have two types of Canada
goose populations, migratory and resident. The
migratory populations represent “the way it should
be.” That is, Canada geese are supposed to move
from far north to the south each year, using our area
as a stop over.

Continued on page 4



Continued from page 3

This migratory pattern changed many years ago
when the wings of some geese were clipped to create
live decoys, luring migrating geese to stop in on hunted
water bodies. The decoy geese subsequently bred and
molted here, setting up a pattern of permanent residency
for the following generations. It is the resident geese
that monopolize our athletic fields, ponds and streams
with lawned buffers, and other open grassed areas.

To combat this problem the Norwalk River
Watershed Initiative is recommending egg oiling to
reduce the size of future populations, thereby reducing
a contributor of non-point source pollution. Chasing
geese is also an option to address the problem site by
site, but in the end the problem is justmoved somewhere
else. Also, the key to chasing is to move the geese
before they molt, because once they molt they are
literally grounded until their new feathers come in.

Recently, two members of the Town’s staff were
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Canada Geese

trained by GeesePeace to oil eggs; a program that is
accepted by the Humane Society. Staff will be looking
for nests on town property and will be willing to work
with neighbors of privately owned properties to teach
them the process. By oiling the eggs rather than
destroying the nests, the geese continue to incubate the
eggs. By the time the pair realizes the eggs are not
viable, it is too late in the season to lay a new clutch.
The second advantage to oiling is that once the clutch
has failed, the adult geese are more likely to leave the
area prior to molting, alleviating the density of the
adult population as well.

For more information on egg oiling and the simple
federal permitting requirements, please contact the

Conservation Department.

Patricia Sesto
Director Environmental Affairs
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