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This migratory pattern changed many years ago 

when the wings of some geese were clipped to create 
live decoys , luring migrating geese to stop in on hunted 
water bodies. The decoy geese subsequently bred and 
molted here, setting up a pattern ofpermanent residency 
for the following generations. It is the resident geese 
that monopolize our athletic fields, ponds and streams 
with lawned buffers , and other open grassed areas. 

To combat this problem the Norwalk River 
Watershed Initiative is recommending egg oiling to 
reduce the size of future populations, thereby reducing 
a contributor of non-point source pollution. Chasing 
geese is also an option to address the problem site by 
site, but in the end the problem isjustmoved somewhere 
else. Also, the key to chasing is to move the geese 
before they molt, because once they molt they are 
literally grounded until their new feathers come in. 

Recently, two members of the Town's staff were 

trained by GeesePeace to oil eggs; a program that is 
accepted by the Humane Society. Staffwill be looking 
for nests on town property and will be willing to work 
with neighbors of privately owned properties to teach 
them the process. By oiling the eggs rather than 
destroying the nests, the geese continue to incubate the 
eggs. By the time the pair realizes the eggs are not 
viable, it is too late in the season to lay a new clutch. 
The second advantage to oiling is that once the clutch 
has failed, the adult geese are more likely to leave the 
area prior to molting, alleviating the density of the 
adult population as well. 

For more information on egg oiling and the simple 
federal permitting requirements, please contact the 
Conservation Department. 

Patricia Sesto 
Director Environmental Affairs 

SPRING HOUEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DAY 
Town Date Town Date 
Weston 4/28/07 Shelton 9/22/07 
Greenwich 5/12/07 New Canaan 10/13/07 
Norwalk 5/19/07 
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