BOARD OF FINANCE
REGULAR MEETING - April 16, 2019
MEETING ROOM & TOWN HALL

PRESENT: Jeff Rutishauser, Walter Kress, John Kalamarides, Peter Balderston (via phone), Ceci Maher,
ABSENT: Stewart Koenigsberg

Others Present: First Selectwoman Lynne A. Vanderslice, Chair Board of Education- Christine Finkelstein,
Dr. Kevin Smith and members of the Board of Education, Members of Press and Public

Call to Order
Chairman Jeff Rutishauser called the meeting to order at 7:30pm.

Approval of Minutes of Regular Meeting March 19, 2019, Public Hearing March 25" & 26,2019 &
Special Meeting April 2™ and April 3, 2019

Mr. Rutishauser asked for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of March 19, 2019. Mr.
Kalamarides so moved, Ms. Maher seconded and the motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Rutishauser asked for a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of March 25, 2019. Mr.
Koenigsberg so moved, Mr. Balderston seconded and the motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Rutishauser asked for a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of March 26, 2019. Ms. Maher so
moved, Mr. Kress seconded and the motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Rutishauser asked for a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of April 2, 2019 Mil Rate Meeting.
Mr. Kress so moved, Ms. Maher seconded and the motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Rutishauser asked for a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of April 3, 2019 Mil Rate Meeting.
Ms. Maher so moved, Mr. Balderston seconded and the motion carried 5-0.

Mr. Rutishauser noted that the remaining that were not motioned at the April 3, 2019 BoF meeting,
He noted that the Board of Selectmen met on April 16, 2019 to discuss the recommended cuts to the
budget made by the Board of Finance.

Mr. Rutishauser asked for a Motion to add two items on the agenda: Report from Board of Selectmen
on their FY20 budget amendments and Proposal from Board of Selectmen and Board of Education.
Motion moved by Mr. Kress, seconded by Mr. Kalamarides and carried 5-0.

Report from Board of Selectmen on FY20 Budget Amendments
First Selectwoman Vanderslice reviewed the cuts recommended by the Board of Selectmen (see

attached) and noted the recommended amendments were approved by the Board of Selectmen
members by a 4-0 vote as one member was not present for the meeting.

Proposal from Board of Selectmen and Board of Education
Ms. Vanderslice read a statement to the board on a the proposal from the Board of Selectmen . After
reading her statement, she turned the floor over to BoE Chair Christine Finkelstein who read her
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Proposal from Board of Selectmen and Board of Education

Ms. Vanderslice read a statement to the board on a the proposal from the Board of Selectmen. After
reading her statement, she turned the floor over to BoE Chair Christine Finkelstein who read her
statement on the proposal. The proposal discussed the formation for an alternative school. A
discussion ensued and as the full BoF were not in attendance a suggestion was made by Mr. Balderston
to have a special meeting to discuss the merits of the proposal. Special Meeting date set tentatively
for Tuesday April 23, 2019.

Resolutions remaining from Mill Rate Meetings

Mr. Rutishauser began the discussion on the remaining resolutions that were not motioned at the April
3, 2019 meeting. Please refer to the attached Action Items that document the resolutions and, the
vote and the proposed mil rate.

Public Comment
Richard Creeth former BoF member commented on the Mil Rate meetings and the cuts to
the BoS & BoE budget (particular the BoE budget).

Steve Blinder of Branchbrook Rd commented on the BoE budget.

Steve Hudspeth of Glen Hill Rd commented on various subjects, most particular the BoE
budget.

Michael Powers resident of Wilton commented on the BoE budget.

Bonded Capital
Ms. Vanderslice reviewed the attached capital plan. She noted that the town’s Aaa rating has been

reaffirmed. After review, Mr. Rutishauser read the recommendations as follows:

¢ Road Restoration, including the Cider Mill parking lot for $3,398,150 in the coming year of bonds.
No discussion. Motion moved 4-0 for approval

e Bridge Replacement for Lovers Lane and Arrowhead of $1,300,000. No discussion. Motion
moved 4-0 for approval.

e Town Hall Roof Repair of $350,000. No discussion. Motion moved 4-0 for approval.

¢ District Roof Replacements of $600,000. No discussion. Motion moved 4-0 for approval.

Yearly Suspense List
Ms. Vanderslice reviewed the attached memo regarding the Yearly Suspense List. After review, motion

to approve the transfer of the suspense list by Mr. Kalamarides, seconded by Mr. Kress and carried 4-0.

Mr. Rutishauser motioned for an addition to the agenda item to remove one of the two BoS budgets,
both Operating and Capital.
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Removal of One of the Two BoS Budget, both Operating and Capital
Motion to delete the resolution of $32,492,102 for the BoS Cperating budget, seconded by Mr. Kress
and carried 4-0.

Motion to invalidate the previous motion of BoS Operating Capital Budget of $1,009,897, seconded by
Mr. Kress and carried 4-0.

FY20 Budget Discussion
Mr. Rutishauser opened the floor to begin the discussion on the FY20 Budget.

Committee Reports
Miller Driscoll Building Committee: No meeting held.

Budget Operations Meeting: Mr. Kalamarides attended the last Budget Operations Meeting. The BoE
budget was discussed and the information taken to next BoE meeting.

Pension Committee Meeting: Mr. Rutishauser noted Investment Committee met and interview Aon as
a second candidate as investment advisor.

Public Participation
None

Having no further business, voted to adjourn meeting at 9:29 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Jacqueline Rochester
{from video recording)



1.

Board of Finance Vote on the FY 2020 Budget
April 16, 2019

BOARD OF FINANCE MEMBERS PRESENT: Peter Balderston (by phone),
Ceci Maher, John Kalamarides, Walter Kress, Jeffrey Rutishauser

ABSENT: Stewart Koenigsberg

Board of Selectmen Operating Budget: Rutishauser moved and Kress
seconded that $32,542,102 be appropriated for the Board of Selectmen’s
operating budget.

Motion carried 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Kalamarides}

Board of Selectmen Operating Capital Budget: Rutishauser moved and Kress
seconded that $959,897 be appropriated for the Board of Selectmen’s operating

capital budget.
Motion carried 4 in favor, 1 opposed (Kalamarides)

General Fund Total Operating Budget: Kress moved and Rutishauser
seconded a motion to recommend to the Annual Town Meeting a Fiscal 2020

General Fund Total Operating budget of $126,787,380.
Motion carried 5 in favor, 0 opposed

Mil Rate Levy: Kress moved and Rutishauser seconded a motion to levy a tax of
28.5373 mils on the Net Taxable Grand List of October 1, 2018 and that the tax be
payable one-half on July 1, 2019 and one-half on January 1, 2020, except for bills of
$100 or less, and for personal property taxes on automobiles, which shall be
payable in one installment on July 1, 2019

Motion carried 5 in favor, 0 opposed
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FY2020 Recommended Budget Reductions
as of 4/12/19

Reduction in Operating Expenses

Savings due to vacancies in police and fire

Reduction in sand purchases due to current inventory
HR Reserve, estimated medical savings

Reduction in reserve for expected legal costs

Total reduction to Operating Expenses

Reduction in Operating Capital

Postpone Hotbox purchase for a year

Total Reduction in Operating Capital

Total Reduction

$ 47,000
$ 30,000
$ 132,305
$ 50,000
$ 259,305
$ 50,000
_$__ 50,000
[$ 309,305 |




TOWN HALL
238 Danbury Road
Wilton, Connecticut 06897

Tax Collector
Telephone (203) 563-0127
Fax (203) 563-0293

Memorandum March 29, 2019

TO:  Jeffrey Rutishauser, Chairman of the Board of Finance
FROM: Philip J. Damato, Tax Collector
RE:  Transfer of Uncollectible Taxes to Suspense

The Connecticut General Statutes, Sec. 12-165, require the Tax Collector to submit
to the Town’s budget making authority, before the end of the fiscal year, an
estimate of uncollectible taxes for transfer to the Town’s Suspense Tax Book.

Attached for your review is the Fiscal Year 2019 Suspense Tax Transfer Summary
of uncollectible taxes by Grand List Year type, along with a detailed list of each
tax delinquent. The total proposed 2019 transfer to suspense is $35,034.71.

Taxes transferred to suspense are not written off; rather they are reclassified on the
General Fund Balance Sheet. Hence, unpaid taxes in suspense have the same effect
as an allowance for uncollectible accounts.

If the Board of Finance approves the transfer, the annual Collectors’ Certification
to the Board recommending the transfer can then be signed by the Clerk of the
Board of Finance for my filing with the Town Clerk

cc: Members, Board of Finance
Lynne Vanderslice, First Selectman
Anne Kelly-Lenz, Chief Financial Officer
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