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BOARD OF FINANCE 
REGULAR MEETING – JANUARY 21, 2020 

BEGINNING IN WILTON TOWN HALL ROOM B MOVING TO ANNEX ROOM A 
 
PRESENT:   Jeff Rutishauser, Michael Kaelin, Stewart Koenigsberg, Kevin Gardiner, Chris Stroup (via phone for first 
portion of meeting, in person for remainder)  
ABSENT:  Peter Balderston 
Others Present:  Board of Selectmen, Board of Education, Members of the press and Members of the Public 
 
Call to Order 
Chairman Jeff Rutishauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 
BOS & BOE called their meetings to order at 7:00pm. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Executive Session to discuss pending litigation Marissa Lowthert, et al. v. Wilton Board of Education, et al., 
Docket No. FST-CV-15-6026938S 
Motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation Marissa Lowthert, et al. v. Wilton Board of 
Education, et al., Docket No. FST-CV-15-6026938S moved by Stewart Koenigsberg, seconded by Kevin Gardiner 
and carried 4-0.  Chairman Rutishauser excused himself from the discussion in Executive Session. 
 
BOS and BOE boards voted to go into Executive Session. 
 
Out of Executive Session at 7:33pm 

Possible Action related to pending litigation Marissa Lowthert, et al. v. Wilton Board of Education, et 
al., Docket No. FST-CV-15-6026938S 
Item Withdrawn 
 
Audit and Management Letter - External auditors Blum Shapiro 
Leslie Zoll of Blum Shapiro provided the members with the attached summary of the 2019 Consolidated Audited 
Financial Report and Management Letter.    

Demographic/Housing Data 
         
                  AND 

Economic Development Update 
In advance of the discussion, Ms. Vanderslice reviewed the attached presentation, Demographic and Economic 
Data-Its Impact on Residents, Expectations and Property Taxes and provided the attached update on economic 
development, as it relates to grand list growth.  Within the presentation it was noted that the during the years 
leading up to the 2007 recession, the town experienced a significant increase in the grand list, high personal 
income levels and an annual average increase in the tax levy of 10%. In response to the recession, declining, 
home prices and very slow grand list growth, the FY2009 to FY2014 tax levy increases were scaled back to an 
average of 2.98. With conditions continuing, tax levy increases were further scaled back to an average of 1.68 
for FY2015 to FY2019.  It was also noted that respondents to the recent BOF survey indicated moderate support 
for a 1% increase in taxes and did not support a 2% increase.  
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Ms. Vanderslice posed the following discussion question: With the same trends that necessitated a response in 2009 still 
existing today, how can the three boards work together to creatively meet residents expectations for property taxes, 
while meeting the needs of the schools, the town and infrastructure?   A discussion pursued. Three areas of agreement 
were identified:  1-The members of all three boards need to be more active in economic development, including 
supporting good development projects, either by commenting at P&Z meetings, or writing letters of support.  2- Our 
schools attract new residents.  And 3-Investment in infrastructure is a shared value.  The three board expect to hold two 
additional joint meetings this calendar year. Ms. Vanderslice noted to the BOS, BOF and BOE the aerial photo displayed 
on the board in the Town Hall Conference Room of the Town’s shared solar field with Weston. 

BoE adjourned their meeting at 8:45pm.  BOF adjourned at 8:45 to reconvene in Town Hall Annex Room A. 

Short Adjournment to move to Room A of the Annex 
 

Call Back to Order 
Meeting called back to order at 8:50 pm in Town Hall Annex Room A. 
 
Approval of Minutes of December 17, 2019 Regular Meeting 
Mr. Rutishauser reviewed the December 17, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes.  After review, motion moved by 
Stewart Koenigsberg, seconded by Michael Kaelin and carried 5-0. 
 
Approval of 2020 BOF Regular Meeting Dates  
Mr. Rutishauser reviewed the 2020 Proposed Meeting Dates.  After review motion moved by Chris Stroup to 
approve the 2020 BOF Regular Meeting Dates as presented with the change of the December 8, 2020 meeting 
moved to December 1, 2020.  Motion seconded by Michael Kaelin and carried 5-0.  
 
Review of FY21 Budget Calendar 
Mr. Rutishauser reviewed the FY21 Budget Calendar.   
 
Mr. Rutishauser asked for a motion to amend agenda and move item 14 ahead of item 13.  Motion moved by 
Michael Kaelin, seconded by Stewart Koenigsberg and carried 5-0. 
 
2020 DPH Town of Wilton – Preventive Health Block Grant 
Mr. Rutishauser reviewed the 2020 DPH Town of Wilton – Preventive Health Block Grant. After review 
motion moved by Chris Stroup to approve the 2020 DPH Town of Wilton-Preventive Health Block Grant, 
seconded by Kevin Gardiner and carried 5-0. 
 
Comment on Demographic/Housing 
The board continued the discussion on Demographic/Housing data presented earlier in the meeting. 
 
Committee Reports 
Business Operations Meeting:  No Meeting. 
 
Investment Committee Meeting:  No Meeting. 
 
Pension Committee Meeting:  No Meeting.  
 
Having no further business, the board voted to adjourn meeting at 10:12 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jacqueline Rochester  
(from video recording) 




































































































