
Board of Finance 

Special Meeting – March 1st, 2011 

MINUTES 

 

Attending: 
 

Board of Finance Members: Warren Serenbetz, Lynne Vanderslice, Jim Meinhold, Al 

Alper, Gail Lavielle, Andy Pforzheimer 

 

Board of Educations Members: Gil Bray, Richard Dubow, Karen Birck, Bruce Likely, 

Barbara Myers, James A. Saxe, Jr.  

 

Others: Wilton Public School Reps (Gary Richards, Ken Post, Arlene Gottesman, Ann 

Paul, Ellen Andrews and others), School Administrators (Julia Harris, Virginia Rico, 

Tom Ford, Cheryl Jensen-Gerner, Tim Canty and others), Wilton Citizens/ Members of 

the Public 

 

Call to Order: 
 

Warren Serenbetz called the meeting to order at 7:30PM. 

 
Board of Education FY2012 Budget  

 

Mr. Bray gave brief opening remarks recognizing the hard work put in by many to answer the 

submitted questions. 

 

Mr. Serenbetz explained why a 3 year budget outlook is valuable and asked if the BOE agreed 

with the WPS Administrative Leadership Team position that projections beyond the proposed 

2011-2012 budget would be of no value and therefore refused to provide that information. 

 
Much discussion ensued regarding the value of doing a 3 year forecast.  

 

BOF members followed up with additional questions regarding the answers provided via email 

to their previously submitted questions. Various members of the BOE/School Administration 

provided further elaboration/explanation. 

 

Public Participation  

 

Alex Ruskewich - Presented data comparing other town’s school expenditures to Wilton and 

stated that Wilton had the highest rate of increase over a several year timeframe. 

 

Kimber Felton - Supports the submitted school budget and the quality of our teachers. 

 

Maria Wilcox - Would like to see multi-year budget numbers but doesn’t see how it can be done. 

 

Ed Papp - The school budget has increased 92% in the last 10 years and believes that is not 

sustainable. 
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Stacy Crameri – Believes we need to work together to find a better solution while keeping 

quality teachers and maintaining small class sizes. 

 

Tom Kertin (sp?) – Asked if the school budget details were available. Expressed concern about 

security at Cider Mill school.  Didn’t understand how Wilton could be asking for a 5.3% school 

budget increase when all surrounding towns were asking for lower amounts. 

 

 

Warren Serenbetz adjourned the meeting to order at 9:40PM. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Jim Meinhold 

Clerk 


