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Historic District Commission Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, June 3, 2022  Electronic Meeting: 7:30 pm

Minutes:

I. Call to order: 7:31 pm
a. Attendance: Commissioners Sanders, Weatherly, Bendremer and Fusco present.
Alternate Brown present.
b. Minutes: April 5 minutes are tabled for the next meeting. April 14 minutes Fusco
motions to approve, Sanders seconds, and vote to approve is unanimous. April 28
minutes Sanders motions to approve, Bendremer seconds and vote to approve is
unanimous.

I1. 475 Danbury Road: removal of antique barn without permit: Allison Sanders updates

Commission about the status of action by the Building Department. Owner is still required to file

a demolition permit after which further action can occur.
https://gis.vgsi.com/Wilton/Parcel.aspx?Pid=1629

ITII. HRI Survey needed for houses dated 1940 — 1970?: Gil Weatherly reports that SHPO is
supportive of a grant application. After discussion it is determined to wait until the Town is
confirmed as a certified local government before evaluating other projects that may warrant
funding, then applying for a specific grant. Public comment received after last meeting is
attached.-

IV. Infrastructure repairs to town-owned building on HRI, Ambler Farm “Yellow House”
and Town Hall Facade Columns: Allison Sanders reports that the “Yellow House” funding
awaits a presentation to the BOS by Friends of Ambler Farm before final approval. Town

Hall facade is funded.

V. Public Comment: None

VI. Adjournment: 8:01 pm


https://gis.vgsi.com/wiltonct/Parcel.aspx?Pid=1629

Submitted by Gilbert Weatherly, Clerk Next Meeting: September 6, 2022



Minthomn
23 Henry Austin Drive
Wilton, CT 06897
April 8, 2022

Dear Allison Sanders,

Mel and I are so glad that Wilton's HDPC is considering preserving the modest
houses built here before the age of McMansions. So many are charming, and they
are part of the history of their neighborhoods.

We live in a pre-fab kit house that was built in 1952 by my grandfather (William
Wilcox), his son (Wm., Jr.), and his nephew (Lyle Tallmadge) on Henry Austin
Drive. My grandfather was great friends with the Hurlbutt family and when Harry
decided to sell the ten acres of apple orchard here, by grandfather and my Uncle
Bill each bought a parcel. Harry (Henry) named the street after his first and
middle names. ~ : :

We have the original receipt for the house, and I plan to ask P&Z if the original
application and permit are on file. The one thing we do not know is which
company sold the house to my grandfather. The model number is on the receipt,
but not the company name. We always thought is was Sears, but they stopped
selling them before ours was built. It may have been Montgomery Ward. In any
case, there were several companies selling them in the 1950's,

The house has the original siding under the cedar siding we have on now. And our
yard has what may be the only original apple tree from the Hurlbutt orchard on the
street...and we are trying to keep that dear old tree going.

We are so delighted that the buildings on Riverside Avenue in Westport that my
grandfather had for his first and second boatyards (Saugatuck Boatyard) are still

standing. The first boatyard by the train station (under the 1-95 bridge) is still
there. The second, up the river across from the golf course, is now a restaurant.

We have our fingers crossed that Wilton will consider preserving houses like ours,
not only because they are a part ot the town's history, but also because they
provide affordable housing. My grandparents raised me and I grew up in this
house...and graduated from WHS in1960...s0 there is a lot of nostalgia attached to
this property and this neighborhood.



Good luck in your endeavors.,
Regards,
it M o
Gail Minthorn
Mrs. Melvin J. Minthorn
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