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Historic District Commission Meeting Minutes
Tuesday January 3, 2023 Electronic Meeting: 7:30 pm

I. Call to order: 7:32 pm
a. Attendance: Commissioners Fusco, Bendremer, Weatherly, and Bittner attending. 

Alternate Brown present.
b. Minutes: Clerk asks for comment and questions. There being none Bendremer 

moves to approve and Fusco seconds. Fusco, Bendremer, and Weatherly Vote to 
approve and Bittner abstains.

.
II. 70 Ridgefield Rd, Congregational Church COA: After discussion Weatherly moves 

to approve the certificate of appropriateness for the generator installation, Fusco 
seconds and the Vote to approve is unanimous.

III.  Certified Local Government Next Steps: Item is tabled until the next meeting.

IV. Budget Line Request: Chair proposes the funding priorities developed by Allison 
Sanders. First is a letter to owners of buildings in historic districts describing their 
obligations and the rules governing historic districts. Second is signage for all 
historic districts. Third is markers for Town owned historic buildings. After 
discussion Weatherly moves to approve the budget request priorities, Bendremmer 
seconds and the vote to approve is unanimous.

V. Ambler Farm “Yellow House”/Platt Raymond House c1890: Chair informs that a 
discussion by the Board of Selectman of the disposition of the house has not been 
scheduled to date and will continue to monitor and inform the commission when the 
topic is on their agenda.

VI. Local Historic Districts on GIS: Chair informed commissioners on the added features 
to the GIS. 



VII. 331 Danbury Road: Chair updated the commissioners on the recognition of a possible 
African American burial ground by Planning and Zoning at 331 Danbury Rd. and 
recognizing the need for forensic testing of grounds prior to the issuance of any 
permits.

VIII. Public Comment: Barbara Geddis asked of the Commission 1) How are are new 
historic districts created? Commissioners described the process. Details of which are 
available at the HDPC section of the Town website. 2) How are roads designated to be 
scenic? Commissioners stated that scenic roads are not in the HDPC purview.

               
IX. Adjournment: 8:13 pm

Next meeting: February 7, 2023

Submitted by Gil Weatherly, Clerk



TO:    Lynne Vanderslice/Board of Selectman 

  Board of Finance 

FROM:  Historic District Commission 

DATE:  January 3, 2023  

RE:   HDC Project funding request of $7050.00 for the 2023-2024 budget 

 

With this budget request, the HDC is focused on a short-term assignment from the 

POCD: Goal 4: Preserve Wilton’s Rural Character, Historic Resources, and Cultural 

Landscapes; Objective 4.1. Preserve Wilton's historically important structures and 

cultural heritage, strategy 4.1.9.  

HDC requests support for implementing strategy 4.1.9   
“Provide a budget for the Historic District and Historic Properties Commission to mail 
information to owners of structures in local historic districts, create signage for 
marketing local historic districts and historic markers for Town—owned buildings that 
are listed in the Historic Resource Inventory. “  
 
The HDC requests funding in the amount of $7050 for three projects in the next fiscal 
year. 
 
This is a slightly amended version of a similar budget request submitted in January 
2019 for the 2020-2021 budget, of which none of the items were funded. 
 
 
Letter to Owners of Structures in Local Historic Districts   $50 

Project description:  

Town to provide postage and office support for mailing letters to owners of 

approximately 50 historic structures in Local Historic Districts about the requirement to 

request a “COA” from the HDC for exterior changes which can be seen from the right of 

way. This letter could also provide other historic preservation information such as 

resources to reduce energy usage in historic homes, and opportunities for state-provided 

grants and tax abatements.  

Estimated postage approximately 50 x .55 = $27.50.  

Town to supply envelopes, letterhead, in-house printing, labels  $22.50 

Background:  

One of the functions of the HDC is to provide design overview for exterior changes to 

buildings in Local Historic Districts.  When owners embark on changes and renovations 

such as new porches, windows, siding, etc. that can be seen from the road, they are 



required to show their plans to the HDC. They need to receive a “COA” or Certificate of 

Appropriateness – design approval - from the Commission before their project may 

proceed.  The goal is to ensure that the changes being planned are in the correct style 

and material for the structure and LHD.  Owners need to be reminded from time to time 

of this requirement, particularly as ownership changes. Reminders have not been sent 

for many years; a mailing is overdue.      

 

Mark Wilton’s Local Historic Districts with Signage $4800 

Project description:  

4.2.1 Install signage at historic districts and properties. Eight signs would be 

needed, the most important of which are for LHD #2 (Wilton Center/Congregational 

Church) and for LHD #6 and Extension (Georgetown). Depending on the district, the 

number of signs needed varies: 

LHD#1 Lambert Corner 1 sign 

LHD#2 Wilton Center/Congregational Church area   3 signs 

LHD#4 Hurlbutt Street School House 1 sign  

LHD#5 Wilton Historical Society Museum Complex   1 sign 

LHD#6 Georgetown Historic District and Extension, 2 signs (each area already has one 

sign within the District, but they are not visible from the main roads; an additional sign 

for each area is appropriate). 

Estimated fabrication cost, $600 x 8 = $4200, these two-sided wood signs include posts 

and brackets. Estimate provided by the original maker of the signs, JC Signs of Wilton. 

Town to provide labor to place each sign.  

Background:  

Several years ago, a sign was designed for Georgetown Historic District #6, and two 

were made and placed. The HDC proposes using the same design to make signs for each 

historic district.  

 

Place Historic House Markers on HRI designated buildings owned by the 

Town $2200.00 

Project description:  Place markers, available from the Wilton Historical Society, on 

town-owned buildings which are listed on the Historic Resource Surveys and/or on the 

National Historic Register. 

The following buildings should have a marker*: 



Town Hall, 1930, 238 Danbury Road (2018 Historic Resource Survey) 

Marvin Tavern, c. 1762, 405 Danbury Road (National Historic Register) 

Bennett-Marvin House, c. 1775/1830, 415 Danbury Road (1989 Historic Resource 

Survey) 

Platt Raymond House, c. 1805/1880, 275 Hurlbutt Street at Ambler Farm (1989 

Historic Resource Inventory) 

Ambler House, c. 1805/1880, 257 Hurlbutt Street at Ambler Farm (1989 Historic 

Resource Inventory) 

Gilbert and Bennett School, c. 1915, 49 New Street, Georgetown (Local Historic District 

#6 Ext; 1989 Historic Resource Inventory) 

Betts-Nolan House, c. 1830, 49 Old Danbury Road (1989 Historic Resource Inventory) 

Davenport-Dana House, c. 1760, 15/19 Station Road (Trackside Teen Center) (1989 

Historic Resource Inventory, listed as 15 Old Danbury Road aka 6 Station Road)  

*Note: Old Town Hall, owned by the Town, is not included in the list above, as it has a 

marker.  (Carol Russell personally purchased it for the building several years ago.)  

Historic Markers with bronze medallions are available from the Wilton Historical 

Society at $275 each x 8 = $2200. [Please note this a discounted price. The website 

states that each Marker, at $325, comes with a one-year individual membership at the 

Society. This price reflects the subtraction of the membership component.] Town to 

mount signs on each property. 

 














































