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March 12, 2021

Inland Wetlands Commission
Town Hall Annex
238 Danbury Road
Wilton, CT 06897

RE: Cease and Desist
8 Seeley Road, Wilton CT 06897

Dear Commission Members —
My wife and | would like an opportunity to respond the active Cease and Desist order dated March 11, 2021 that has been
placed on our property.

It is important for us to first apologize for removing the 11 trees on our property without obtaining permission from the
Town. It is important that it be recognized that we did not realize that a permit would need to be issued prior to commencing
this work and that we did not maliciously move forward with cutting trees, but simply did not have knowledge of this
requirement.

We met with Zen Herter on site and walked the property to review each location and discussed the reasoning for removing
each tree. Some trees were dead, some trees were extremely damaged from prior storms due to larger limbs falling, some
were diseased, and some trees were an extreme danger to our family and home. Zen suggested that we contact an Arborist
to perform an evaluation of these trees to help the members of the Commission understand why we selected each location
for removal. A letter from Oscar Melchor (Licensed Arborist) is attached with this letter.

LEGEND FOR ATTACHED SITE PLAN -

Ash Tree — Location # 1

(Tree canopy was damaged by adjacent trees — canopy fell into the river)

Cottonwood Tree - Location # 2

(top half of tree was split and left hanging due to a large branch above that fell from an adjacent tree during a storm)
Elm Tree — Location # 3

(tree has been dead for many years without any leaves - falling bark can be recognized)

Tall Pine Tree — Location # 4

(tree was over 100 feet tall and split at the mid-point into two tall canopies — tree was dangerous to the house)
Spruce Tree — Location #5

(tree was leaning and had no canopy)

Double Maple Tree — Location # 6

(trees were joined at the base and were dangerously close to the house — several large branches have fallen in the past and hit our
house)

Maple Tree — Location # 7

(tree was dead and rotted at base and leaning towards the house)

Maple Tree — Location # 8

(tree was rotted at its base and leaning towards the house)

Black Cherry Tree — Location # 9

(tree has an exposed root system with many dead branches and was dangerously leaning towards that house)
Black Cherry Tree — Location # 10

(tree was crowded by two others, bare and was leaning towards the house and dangerous)

Black Cherry Tree — Location # 11

(tree had a rotted base, numerous dead branches and leaning towards the house)

I though that the Commission should also read the article in the LINK below — The article discusses Eversource’s $ 72
Million Dollar tree cutting investment across CT due to storms with Wilton having the most extensive work over 131
miles of roads in the Town - https://dailyvoice.com/connecticut/norwalk/news/eversource-investing-72-million-in-tree-
trimming-across-connecticut/805278/?emh=f39f07¢c58524f29bh8e3cc67dfb2a40f4c53bb176&utm_source=daily-
email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-norwalk-163518



https://dailyvoice.com/connecticut/norwalk/news/eversource-investing-72-million-in-tree-trimming-across-connecticut/805278/?emh=f39f07c58524f29b8e3cc67dfb2a40f4c53bb176&utm_source=daily-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-norwalk-163518
https://dailyvoice.com/connecticut/norwalk/news/eversource-investing-72-million-in-tree-trimming-across-connecticut/805278/?emh=f39f07c58524f29b8e3cc67dfb2a40f4c53bb176&utm_source=daily-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-norwalk-163518
https://dailyvoice.com/connecticut/norwalk/news/eversource-investing-72-million-in-tree-trimming-across-connecticut/805278/?emh=f39f07c58524f29b8e3cc67dfb2a40f4c53bb176&utm_source=daily-email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-norwalk-163518

p.2
Our property has an abundance of trees that continue to fight to survive due to the overgrown canopy that exists. Below are

a number of images of the surrounding trees that have died, are struggling to survive and are dangerous during storms but
seem to be spaced far enough from our house if they fall.




p.3

To date, none of the cut trees have been removed or taken away from the property per Zen’s request. Below we have
included a number of images of the cut trees to help understand why these selections were made. The submitted existing
site plan references each location with a description of each to help clarify (attached separately).

Existing large tree that with broken large branches, branches have fallen and clipped the canopy of tree location # 2
COTTON WOOD, large branch from cottonwood is still in river, base of Cottonwood tree remains after cutting




p.4

from tree

NS

fallen bark rema

dead base,

Tree location # 3 DEAD ELM exposed roots,




Tree location # 7 & # 8 DEAD MAPLE trees, rotted base near well location and rear corner of house




p.6
Tree location # 9 & # 10 BLACK CHERRY, exposed roots, close to house, dangerous, rotted branches and trunk




p.7
Miscellaneous cut trees from remaining tree locations - Tree location # 1 ASH TREE, Tree location # 4 TALL PINE, Tree
location #5 SRUCE TREE, Tree location # 6 MAPLE TREE, Tree location # 11 BLACK CHERRY hollow, rotted,
diseased & dead bases




p.8
Miscellaneous cut trees from remaining tree locations - Tree location # 1 ASH TREE, Tree location # 4 TALL PINE, Tree
location #5 SRUCE TREE, Tree location # 6 MAPLE TREE, Tree location # 11 BLACK CHERRY hollow, rotted,
diseased & dead bases




p.9
Miscellaneous cut trees from remaining tree locations - Tree location # 1 ASH TREE, Tree location # 4 TALL PINE, Tree
location #5 SRUCE TREE, Tree location # 6 MAPLE TREE, Tree location # 11 BLACK CHERRY hollow, rotted,
diseased & dead bases




p.10

To address the noted trailer within the wetland area. The trailer was placed in this position temporarily during the tree
work in order to make room for the tree company to maneuver. The trailer was removed from the wetland area the same
day that Zen was on site.

To address the noted pile of yard waste. Zen refers to a pile of dead branches that are deep in the woods of our property.
This pile was created well before we purchased the parcel by the previous owners. Zen had mentioned that it is our
responsibility to remove this inherited violation — we have no issue removing it once the Cease and Desist order has been
lifted.

While we now recognize that permits would have been required prior to any tree removal, we hope that this information
helps the Commission understand what our reasoning was for each location that was cut.

It is our intent to request relief from the current Cease and Desist in order to clean up our yard as well as submit an
application permit.

We would be happy to further address any questions with the Commission.

Thank you for your time.

Lindsey and Tim Geitz
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Turning Green,LLC
Plant & Lawn Health Care

P.O. Box # 901
Norwalk, CT 06852
203-663-1335
NOFA Organic Land Care Accredited Professional
CT Arborist License # S-5495

March 12, 2021

Inland Wetlands Commission
Town Hall Annex

238 Danbury Road

Wilton, CT 06897

RE: Cease and Desist
8 Seeley Road, Wilton CT 06897

Dear Commission Members —

Turning Green, LLC has been retained by Lindsey and Tim Geitz of 8 Seeley Road to provide Arborist Consulting Services.
We have been made aware of the Cease-and-Desist order dated March 11, 2021 issued for the property listed above and that
a Show Cause Hearing is scheduled for the 25" of March 2021.

I have been asked to review and evaluate the noted 11 trees that have been cut down recently and to provide as much
information on each location as possible post cutting. Attached you will find our report and comments.

Please let us know if you have any questions.

Thankyou for your time

Oscar Melchor
Licensed Arborist S-5495

organiclandcare.net
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POST SITE EVALUATION: 8 Seeley Road, Wilton, CT 06897
To whom it may concern,

First of all my name is Oscar Melchor, being in this industry for the past 20 years for this | am an arborist
and Ornamental Trees & Turf certified by the state of Connecticut as well as member CTPA (Connecticut
Tree Protection Association), ISA (International Society Arboriculture, TCIA (Tree Care Industry
Association) & other Association in my professional career.

After assessing the trees and up to my knowledge if we start from the front left next to river bridge on
the right side of the standing Ash tree the Cottonwood tree the branches were damaged and dangerous
to humans and potential property damage, as well as the standing Ash have several dead branches that
need to be removed before some fishing person across the river gets hurt.

The Elm Tree close to the river as most of us know about the disease is the main cause of their
extinction. Unfortunately this is tree is another loss of its cause and was dead and dropping dead
branches.

The spruce next to the EIm tree, there was almost no canopy.

The Ash next to the existing Maple as it shows on the trunk it was a disease infection and dying causing
dead branches to fall.

The two maples on the rear lawn there were branches leaning toward the house and was a very high
risk for damaging the house.

The two large mature Maples on the right corner of the house where leaning towards the house plus the
trunk was damaged/hollow because they were next to the rails it might be where pruned all the time on
the same side and leaving all the weight on the house side it was a very very dangerous to fall to the
house. Also, the water well is next to it causing danger.

The Black Cherry next to the driveway right corner of the house most of the branches were dead and
hanging to the driveway, potentially falling into a car or humans walking since this is the main entrance
to the house the risk is higher for damage.

In advance take my apologies if | missed an identification of any tree since there are only trunks and
some trunks/ branches are barkless. With this it gets harder to identify, also, my statement is based on
the property owner and the tree Cutter person.

Thank you for your attention and if | can assist in any way I'm here to help,

Again my name is Oscar Melchor owner of Turning Green, LLC of Norwalk, CT my arborist and
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