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Introduction 

 
The roughly 2.1 acre property is situated on the south side of Hidden Lake Ridge Road.  It contains a 
single-family residence, driveway from Hidden Lake Ridge Road, attached garage, walkways, patio, 
lawn areas and planting beds.  The property is served by a septic system which was recently re-built un-
der a separate wetland permit, and by well. The property is forested on three sides. Wetlands are located 
to the south, west and north of the property. A stream runs in a north to south direction at the west side 
of the property and is piped beneath the driveway just south of Hidden Lake Ridge Road, where the 
stream runs in a east to west direction. The south side of the property beyond the new septic system is 
wooded. 
  

Background 
 

The homeowner seeks to construct an in-ground pool, pool patio, pool equipment pad, pool enclosure 
fence and 500 gallon underground propane tank within 100’ of a wetland and/or watercourse.  As part of 
the application, four trees are proposed to be removed within the 100’ wetland buffer.  There is no dis-
turbance proposed within the wetlands. No trees are to be removed from the wetlands.   
 
 

Proposed Activities and Mitigation Measures 
 

Swimming Pool and Wetland Mitigation and Enhancement Plantings 
 

The intention of the proposed activities is to increase the usability of the homeowner’s property through 
the installation of an in-ground swimming pool and small patio while enhancing the wetland buffer 
through introduction of a variety of native plantings. The new plantings will improve the ecology of the 
property on many levels.  The proposed trees, shrubs and perennials will control erosion by reducing 
stormwater runoff, creating an opportunity for stormwater to be absorbed and filtered, protecting the 
quality of the existing wetlands and watercourses.  The proposed plantings will also provide habitat, 
food and shelter for many types of fauna and avian species.  A variety of native plant species are pro-
posed which will serve to increase biodiversity through attracting additional birds, insects and mammals.  
The buffer area planting mitigation and enhancement includes eight trees, 26 native shrubs and twelve 
native perennials.  Approximately .031 acres (1,360 sq ft) of buffer area is to be enhanced.  No existing 
trees are to be removed from the wetlands.  
  
Within the area of the proposed swimming pool, three existing trees are proposed to be removed due to 
their proximity to the new pool (excavation would be taking place within the area of their root zones) 
and the hazard they pose to the pool. Two are Maples (14 inch and 30 inch caliper) and the third tree is a 
16 inch Black birch. A tree east of wetland flag B-5 is also proposed to be removed due to its hazardous 
condition. 
In lieu of the four trees removed eight trees, 26 native shrubs and 12 native ferns are proposed.  The new 
plantings will provide additional habitat for local flora and fauna. 
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Upland Improvements 
 

The proposed gunite in-ground swimming pool is 18’ x 34’. The pool water treatment system will be 
cartridge-type, therefore backwashing is not necessary.  A small impervious patio is proposed at the 
north end of the pool, and a six foot wide walk at the south end.  To the west and east sides of the pool 
will be lawn and plantings. The pool equipment pad is located along the west wall of the residence with-
in an area that is already being utilized for utilities.  The underground propane tank is proposed south of 
the parking area, 90 feet from the wetlands.  The pool enclosure fence is situated in the 100-foot wetland 
buffer, but not within the wetlands.  No changes are proposed to the existing residence, driveway, patio, 
or walkways. No fill is to be brought onto the property, other than the 3/4 inch gravel for the swimming 
pool base. Any excess fill not used for grading immediately around the swimming pool will be exported 
from the site. 
 

Impacts 
 

The proposed swimming pool and small surrounding patio are not expected to cause a negative impact 
to the wetlands as a robust array of buffer plantings are proposed to provide additional habitat and water 
quality remediation, therefore increasing buffer functions. 
 

Alternatives Considered 
 

An alternative  (Alternative 1) swimming pool location was explored immediately south of the resi-
dence, just off the existing rear patio. The pool size studied was 18’ x 38’, which was the homeowner’s 
preferred size pool. This location was found not to be feasible because the side yard setback and septic 
setbacks could not be maintained. A smaller size swimming pool was also studied in this location and 
still did not meet setbacks.  Alternative 2, indicating the swimming pool moved further south and slight-
ly west met the septic and property line setbacks when the pool was reduced in size from 18’ x 38’, to  
18’ x 34’. 
 

Sediment and Erosion Controls 
 

Contained on the site plans are sediment and erosion control measures.  Silt fence shall be installed ac-
cording to the plan and shall remain in place for the duration of the project.  The project landscape archi-
tect may determine if additional measures are needed.  A stabilized construction access route is indicated 
on the plan, just off the existing driveway, and shall be adhered to.  All existing trees to remain shall be 
protected and no machinery shall be within the critical root zone of the trees.  Disturbance shall be kept 
to a minimum.  As soon as construction is complete, any disturbed lawn areas shall be fine raked, seeded 
with lawn seed and hay mulched.  After site is fully stable with vegetation cover, silt fence may be re-
moved.  

 
Summary 

 
The proposed buffer planting improvements will significantly improve the ecology of the property 
through mitigating stormwater runoff, increasing biodiversity to support existing and attract new wildlife 
and pollinators, and creating food and shelter for the fauna.  The proposed upland improvements will 
increase functionality of the property for the homeowner. 
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Paul J. Jaehnig                                                                   Wetlands and Soils Consulting 
 
Introduction 
A biological evaluation of wetlands and a watercourse was completed Jan. 2, 2021 on 
property identified as 17 Hidden Lake Ridge in Wilton, CT by Paul J. Jaehnig, Certified 
Wetland Scientist. The work consisted of: characterizing wetlands / watercourse and 
functions; describing vegetative cover; assess wildlife habitat potential; and outline 
impacts to the wetland / watercourse functions as a result of the proposed project. The 
work was conducted in accordance with the Town of Wilton Wetland Law guidelines for 
a Significant Wetland Permit Application. The work was done at the request of the clients 
and property owners, David and Jennifer Jaehnig. A biological assessment of the site was 
previously prepared by this office in April of 2020 for the installation of a new sewage 
disposal area. 
 
Site Description 
The site is an approx. 2.0 acres area property situated on the south side of Hidden Lake 
Ridge. The site consists of: a residence; surrounding lawn; woodlands; and wetlands (see 
enclosed Wetland Map and photos 1-8 in the Appendix).  
  
Slopes vary from nearly level and gently sloping to steep sloping. Most of the site is 
gently sloping. Nearly level land is around the residence, and some of the central-
southern portions of the site. Steep sloping land is on the southwest corner of the site. The 
central-southern and southeast portions of the site slope down to the west. The southwest 
corner of the site slopes down to the north. The central and northern portions of the site 
slope down to the north. Land around the residence and along the driveway has 
topography modified by past man-made activity, such as soil cut, fill, and machine 
grading, carried-out during the development of the site.  
  
Wetlands  
Introduction  
Two separate wetland areas were identified: wetland areas WL-“A” and “B”. These 
wetland areas are on the southern, western, and northern portions of the site (see enclosed 
Wetland Map). Previous man-made disturbances to the site, including soil filling and 
grading associated with the development of the site, has resulted in disturbances to 
wetlands on the site. These past wetland disturbances include: local modification of 
natural drainage patterns; segmentation of wetland areas; and modification of natural 
wetland vegetative cover. Plant types and distribution, as well as, wildlife habitation in 
these wetlands is indicative of these man-made disturbances.  
 
Wetlands on the site are classed as: Palustrine forested with a deciduous cover, non-tidal 
saturated hydrology, acidic water chemistry, and mineral soil composition (Classification 
PFO1aBn in “Classification of Wetlands and Deep-water Habitats of the United States”  
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(cont.) 
 
by Cowardin, Carter, Golet, and LaRoe); i.e. swampland. The watercourse on the site is 
classed as: a small Riverine, intermittent, with an unconsolidated bottom (Classification 
R4UB, using as above). The wetlands on the site are mainly poorly drained, with only a 
small area, west of the residence, being very poorly drained. The soils found in these 
wetlands are mineral-types (poorly drained Leicester loam, and lesser amounts of very 
poorly drained Sun silt loam). Soils formed recently along the watercourse, located to the 
west and north of the residence, are termed Fluvaquent soils. Where there has been past 
man-made disturbance of wetland soils, the designation of Aquents soils is used. Wetland 
are mainly poorly drained, and the organic rich surface layers of the site wetland soils are 
thin. The water table in the wetlands may be at or near the ground surface at wetter 
periods of the year, but may drop to 1 or 2 ft. or more at droughty periods of the year. 
The wetland soils have developed on a parent glacial till, underlain by granitic 
metamorphic bedrock (gneiss and schistose types), and so drainage waters have an acidic 
pH. Plant communities and anticipated wildlife use in the site is a consequence of the 
drainage conditions and water chemistry.  
 
Using also the Hollands and Magee “Hydro-geomorphic (HGM) Classification approach, 
wetlands on the site can be termed as: nearly level to very gently sloped depression 
wetland (swampland) with no outlet; small intermittent, upper regime (toward beginning 
or upper portion of watershed) watercourse with associated corridor of slope wetlands 
(swampland and wetland lawn).  
 
Wetland WL-“A”  
Wetland Description  
Wetland WL-“A” is a poorly drained, nearly level to very gently sloped depression 
forested swamp wetland located on the southern portion of the site (see photos 1 & 2 in 
the Appendix). The wetland is irregularly-shaped, approx. 90 ft. across (west to east), and 
70 to 50 ft. across (north to south). The wetland covers approx. 0.12 acre in area. 
 
Wetland WL-“A” is hydrologically “isolated” in that there is no defined drainage course 
flowing in to nor out of the wetland area. The wetland originates on, and is confined 
almost entirely to the site. Hydrology of the wetland is supported by: intermittent direct 
precipitation from rainfall and snow melt; intermittent storm-water run-off from 
surrounding upland areas; and groundwater. The surrounding upland watershed to the 
wetland is small; approx. 1-1.5 acres. The wetland has very soggy soils at this time of 
year, but is anticipated to have a depressed water table, and a rather dry surface in many 
portions of the wetland floor, at droughty periods of the year. During extended, large  
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rainfall events there may be the potential for a build-up of surface drainage on the 
western portion of the wetland sufficient enough to allow some intermittent surface 
discharge from the northwest end of wetland WL-“A”, for a short distance, before being 
lost to subsurface infiltration. The hydrology of this wetland tends toward the “drier” end 
of the wetland spectrum.  
 
The eastern portion of wetland WL-“A” is nearly level to very gently sloping (see  
photo 1 in the Appendix). The soils are poorly drained. Micro-topography is weakly 
developed, and in the slight concave areas are soggy patches of matted leaf litter. Puddled 
water is not evident at this time.  
 
The western portion of wetland WL-“A” is level and slightly concave (see photo 2 in the 
Appendix). Soils here are “wetter” than the eastern portion of the wetland, with shallow 
puddled water covering areas 5 to 8 ft. across during wetter periods of the year. The 
micro-topography here is also weakly developed. 
 
Wetland Flora & Fauna  
The hydrologic condition, relatively small area, separation from other wetlands systems, 
and proximity to residential lands, has resulted in a poorly-developed vegetative 
diversity, and thereby somewhat diminished value as an attractive wildlife habitat area. 
 
On the eastern portion of the wetland WL-“A”, the tree canopy consists of red maples 
with shallow and exposed root development. The trees are approx. 8 to 15 inches (d.b.h.) 
in size, and are spaced approx. 20 ft. or more apart. The understory is quite open except 
for a dominance of barberry shrubs, a few large spicebush, and few large winged 
euonymus. The shrub understory covers 10 to 20% of the wetland floor. The wetland 
floor is covered with low-growing poison ivy. Pachysandra groundcover has encroached 
into northern edge of the wetland. Matted leaf litter covers the un-vegetated portions of 
the wetland. 
 
On the western portion of wetland WL”A” there is a gap in the red maple tree canopy. 
Only a few red maples grow on the westernmost edge of the wetland. The shrub 
understory is also open. Herbaceous growth is more prevalent in this portion of the 
wetland. Japanese stilt grass (an invasive plant) is quite common here, along with few 
skunk cabbage, only one or two tussock sedge, fireweed, less than five sensitive ferns, 
and one or two jack-in-the-pulpit. Low-growing poison ivy groundcover is abundant. 
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Wildlife habitation of wetland WL-“A” is limited to use mainly by transient wildlife such 
as white-tailed deer, coyote, turkey, gray and red foxes, and raccoon. These larger 
animals typically traverse and browse the wetland, from time to time, while cross-cutting 
through adjacent woodland areas in search of food. Smaller mammals may include field 
mice and voles. Ribbon snake, possible copperhead, may inhabit voids in fieldstone wall 
close to the southwest side of wetland WL-“A”. The small size of the wetland, a 
somewhat “drier” hydrologic wetland position, and separation from other wetlands 
systems, limit potential for an abundant wildlife population in the wetland area. Reptiles 
such a box turtle and snapping turtles would not be anticipated in the wetland WL-“A” 
because of the lack of ponding. Salamanders would not be anticipated here as there is no 
vernal pool development, and the adjacent forest buffer area has been generally 
segmented and reduced by residential lands. Aquatic life, such as fish, would also not be 
supported in this “drier” hydrologic regime. Green frog and the spring peeper may utilize 
some of the “wetter” western portion of wetland WL-“A”. The red maple tree canopy, 
and tall shrub borders where gaps in the canopy occur, provide opportunities for small 
songbirds to nest and perch. Birds such as the Common yellowthroat, woodcock, blue 
jay, American robin and sparrow may utilize such areas in and around the wetland. The 
butterfly and grasshopper may possibly be in the more open areas of the wetland during 
summer months.  
  
Wetland WL-“B” 
Wetland WL-“B” is located on the central-western, northwest, and northeast portions of 
the site (see photos 3 to 6 in the Appendix). The wetland extends to the west and 
northeast of the site. Wetland WL-“B” consists of a small watercourse with a narrow 
corridor of flanking associated hillside wetlands.  
 
Watercourse Description 
The watercourse is a small riverine system, located at the upper regime or headwaters of 
its drainage watershed. The watercourse drainage is intermittent, its gradient is gentle, 
and there is little appreciable floodplain development. The small watercourse channel is 
approx. 2 ft. wide and 1 ft. deep for the most part. Approx. 1 to 1/2 inch deep water flows 
in a channel lined mainly with gravel and fine sandy loam sized deposits. A narrow 
corridor of gently sloped wetlands flank the watercourse. 
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The watercourse flows out from under a neighbor’s driveway and then enters the central-
western edge of the site. The watercourse turns northeast, continuing for approx. 80 ft. 
This section of the watercourse channel is approx. 2 to 3 ft. wide, 2 to 2.5 ft. deep, and 
has a steep side slopes. The channel is rather linear and it clearly has been excavated to 
control its course.  The channel floor is un-vegetated and has a gravelly bottom. The 
channel gradient is gentle. Approx. 1/2 inch deep water flows in this section of the 
watercourse. Gently sloped non-wetland woodlands flank this section of the watercourse. 
The watercourse gradient flattens near the west-northwest of the residence, and its 
channel of approx. 2.0 ft. width, becomes less defined. The watercourse channel is lined 
with fine sand and loam deposits.  
 
Once past the northwest corner of the residence, the watercourse continues northeast, 
developing increasing again to a more gentle gradient again (see photos 3 & 4 in the   in 
the Appendix). The watercourse here has a slightly meandering, well-defined channel; its 
flow path has likely been controlled by past man-made disturbances. The channel is 
approx. 2.5 ft. wide and less than 1 ft. deep. Approx. 1 inch deep water flows in the 
channel. Stones and small boulders, placed end to end, stabilize the channel sides. The 
watercourse channel is mainly un-vegetated, lined with cobbles and fine sand deposits, 
except where groundcovers of pachysandra and lawn fescue grasses have encroached into 
some of the channel. Very gently sloped wetlands flanking the watercourse.  
 
Near the central-northern edge of the site, the watercourse turns east and is then piped 
under the driveway, near the driveway entrance. The watercourse continues east, for 
approx. 40 ft., before turning north where it is then be piped under Hidden Lake Ridge 
and away from the site.  
 
This last 40 ft. section of the watercourse is approx. 2 to 3 ft. wide and less than 0.5 ft. 
deep, and carries approx. 1 inch deep water; it has a very gentle to nearly flat gradient. 
The channel limits are poorly defined here as there is little relief contrast with adjacent 
wetlands.  
 
The watercourse has variable flow characteristics. At wetter periods of the year, flow is 
generally contiguous through the site. In contrast, at droughty times of the year, the 
watercourse’s flow may be discontinuous and flow tapers down to a trickle. 
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Wetland Description 
Wetland WL-“B” is mostly poorly drained, with a small area just to the west of the 
residence being very poorly drained (see photos 5 & 6 in the Appendix). Wetland areas 
are approx. 20 ft. across east to west, at a point to the west of the residence. To the north 
of the residence, the wetlands are approx. 15 to 20 ft. wide to the west of the watercourse, 
and nil to 3 ft. wide to the east of the watercourse. The wetlands are approx. 40 ft. wide 
east to west, and 50 ft. long north to the south on the northeast corner of the site. In total, 
wetlands in wetland WL-“B” cover approx. 0.12 acre in area. Wetland WL-“B” has only 
weak micro-topography development in the areas near the central-western and central-
northern portions of the site; otherwise, there is no micro-topography development. 
Wetlands in wetland WL-“B” are mainly gently sloped; their diffuse seeps drain toward 
in a general northerly direction and toward the watercourse.  
 
Most of the wetlands in wetland WL-“B” do not experience significant inundation 
because of they have slight gradients. Locally, there may be limited inundation of 
wetland areas, where the wetland gradient is nearly flat or where flow through a drainage 
pipe backs-up. One such area is near the northern edge site where the drainage is piped 
under the driveway. A second area is where drainage is piped under the Hidden Lake 
Ridge road. A third and final small area is just to the west of the residence, where the 
watercourse gradient temporarily flattens out. The hydrology of wetland WL-“B” is 
subject to fluctuations in degree of saturation, with soggy soils and diffuse seeps 
developing at wetter times of the year, and relatively dry soil surfaces during summer 
periods with extended droughty spells. 
 
Wetland WL-“B” is subject to sediment influx from upland areas. The primary source of 
sediment influx is carried in suspension by the watercourse. During large storm events 
the watercourse flow surges and sediment carried by run-off is washed into the 
watercourse. Soil plucked from the steep side slopes of the watercourse section, on the 
central-western edge of the site, is gradually carried downstream and re-deposited at 
lower points along the watercourse. There are also spot areas of soil slump along the 
narrow steep side slopes bordering the east side of the wetland, where adjacent to the 
residence. 
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Wetland Flora & Fauna 
The vegetative cover of wetland WL-“B” consists of: sensitive fern, skunk cabbage, 
minor sallow sedge, pachysandra, and Japanese stilt grass. Pachysandra groundcover is 
primarily along the wetlands covering the northwest portion of the site. A few 
winterberry and barberry shrubs grow in the wetland area near the edge of woodlands on 
the central-northern edge of the site. Thin shrub understory of few spicebush grow near 
the woodland edge to the west of the residence.  Japanese stilt grass growth is more 
common on the wetland area to the west of the residence, and wetlands adjacent to the 
driveway crossing. In this area, there is no tree canopy, as well as, no pachysandra 
groundcover encroachment. A small area of gently sloped wetland swampland, on the 
northeast corner of the site, has a vegetative cover of: red maple tree canopy; thin 
understory of barberry and spicebush; herbaceous growth of skunk cabbage. Matted 
leaves cover many un-vegetated portions of the wetland floor of wetland WL-“B”. A 
small area of nearly level wetland lawn, approx. 8 ft. long parallel to the watercourse, and 
3 ft. wide normal to the watercourse, is located just to the northwest and downslope of the 
residence.  
 
Wildlife habitation in wetland WL-“B” consists of the occasional browsing deer, 
raccoon, and squirrel.  The close proximity to open residential limits their visits. The 
open wetland areas just to the west of the residence, where there is some herbaceous 
growth and no pachysandra encroachment, may be utilized by spring peepers and 
butterflies. Spring peepers and butterflies may utilize areas along the watercourse. 
Ribbon snakes may utilize the wetlands on the northern portion of the site where they 
have the protective cover of lush pachysandra.  
 
Wetland Buffers 
Wetland WL-“A” is buffered by: gently sloped woodlands on the west, east, and south 
sides; on the north side by a flat-topped fill soil mound with lawn cover where a newly 
installed sewage disposal area is located.  
 
Wetland WL-“B” is buffered by: gently sloped woodlands along its western and 
southwest sides; gently sloped lawn area along its eastern side, and placed stones and 
boulders along the north portion of the east side of the watercourse. A steep sloped, 
narrow strip of land vegetated in part with pachysandra and grasses, borders the east side 
of wetland WL-“B” where it passes the west side of the residence.   
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Wetland Functions 
Wetland WL-“A” functions primarily as a small contributory local ground-water recharge 
area because it has a very slight concave profile, and most particularly because it lacks a 
surface drainage outlet. Such conditions are suitable to hold precipitation and captured 
run-off to be made available for subsurface infiltration. The wetland also provides water 
quality function by trapping sediment, or any dissolved pollutants, carried in run-off from 
travelling further down on the watershed. The contribution of this wetland to this function 
is likely minor. The wetland provides some wildlife habitat area potential for browsing 
deer, coyote, raccoon, squirrel, turkey, and chipmunk. Small songbirds may utilize the 
tree and shrub cover for nesting. The proximity to residential lands does, however, limit 
this area as a significant wildlife habitat area.   
 
Wetland WL-“B” functions primarily as a local ground-water discharge point, providing 
contributory drainage to lower points within the watershed. The restricted drainage outlet, 
near the driveway and property line, as well as, placement of stones and boulders placed 
along the watercourse channel, serve to promote both water quality and local flood 
control functions, by attenuating watercourse flow rates and trapping pollutant loads 
carried by the watercourse. Deer, raccoon, fox, squirrel, and chipmunk may occasionally 
browse the western portions of the wetland, where there is a woodland border. Exposure 
to residential lands limits the value of the wetland as a significant wildlife habitat area. 
Dogs on the site, and on adjoining properties, are keen to discourage larger mammals 
from browsing the wetland during daylight hours. Butterflies and dragon flies, and spring 
peeper, may utilize the very poorly drained wetland area on the central-western portion of 
the site, as well as, areas along the watercourse to the north of the residence. Ribbon 
snake may inhabit the protective cover of pachysandra in the more northern portion 
wetland WL-“B”. 
  
Proposed Project and Impact to Wetlands   
An 18 ft. by 34 ft. sized in-ground swimming pool, with pool patio, associated pool 
equipment, pool fence enclosure, underground pool propane tank, and associated earth 
grading is proposed in the backyard of the site, all within 100 ft. of wetlands (see photos 
7 & 8 in the Appendix and enclosed Wetland Map). The closest proposed disturbances 
are 18 ft. from wetland for proposed grading, and 40 ft. for the proposed pool. No 
disturbance of wetlands is proposed. Details of the proposed structures are provided on a 
plan prepared by the office of Tracy Chalifoux, Landscape Architect. The location of the 
proposed disturbance is based on zoning and health dept. setback restrictions.  
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(cont.) 
 
The area proposed for the pool is very gently sloped to nearly level lawn area. The 
proposed project will require the removal of two maples (14 inch and 30 inch caliper) and 
a third birch (16 inch caliper) in the lawn area, in the location of the proposed pool. A 
fourth tree is proposed for removal near the wetland edge based on hazard potential.   
Because the area is nearly level to very gently sloped, proposed earthworks will not be 
extensive, focusing primarily on excavation for the pool. 
 
The proposed pool is a “cartridge-type” design, requiring no backwashing. The proposed 
pool may be considered a “closed-system”, having no contact with ground water, and no 
discharge from the pool into adjacent non-wetland buffer, wetland, and watercourses with 
regards to operation and maintenance.   
    
The proposed project will also provide substantial permanent mitigation measures by way 
of installing native plantings including: 8 trees; 26 shrubs; and twelve herbaceous plants. 
Details of the proposed mitigation plantings are depicted on the plan prepared by the 
office of Tracy Chalifoux, Landscape Architect. These proposed plantings will be 
installed in the wetland buffer, between the proposed pool area and wetlands, as well as, 
in wetland areas. The areas proposed for planting mitigation are presently either lawn 
area in the wetland buffer, or wetland areas with poor vegetative density and diversity, 
most particularly with regards to shrub understory.  
 
The proposed project will not result in a negative impact to wetlands and watercourse. 
Since the proposed pool is a closed system, there will no fouling of wetlands, 
watercourse, or groundwater. Wetland functions, as previously outlined, will not be 
adversely impacted by the proposed project. While the proposed pool is considered 
“hardscape”, and will result in removal of existing vegetative cover in the wetland buffer, 
the area “lost” is residential lawn and is not highly attractive area for wildlife, and is not 
an optimal buffer to wetlands. In contrast, the proposed project with proposed mitigation 
plantings, can actually provide a substantial improvement to potential wildlife habitation 
in and around wetlands, as well as, add overall functional value to the vegetative structure 
and diversity of the wetland buffer and wetlands, than is otherwise existing in the wetland 
buffer and wetlands. Furthermore, the proposed mitigation plantings will better protect 
surface water quality, particularly along the base and side slope along the east side of 
wetland WL-“B” where adjacent to the residence, by anchoring the soils and thereby 
reducing the potential of sediment influx down into the adjacent wetland and 
watercourse. 
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(cont.) 
 
Curiously enough, there is an unexpected bonus to the proposed project pool project with 
regards to wetland and watercourse quality. It is this office’s experience of seeing pool 
projects, before and after for over 37 years in Wilton and other towns, that homeowners 
tend to reduce or eliminate chemical applications to their lawn area surrounding their 
pool. Maybe humans are not as dumb as we might think. It seems that homeowners are 
discouraged from wanting to use lawn chemical applications in an area they and their 
children will be swimming and walking around in bare feet. In this light, a pool can be 
regarded as somewhat of an “environmental insurance policy”; its presence provides the 
self-serving motivation for the homeowner to better protect themselves and the natural 
environment.  
 
The most significant negative impact to wetlands posed by the project is the small, but 
unavoidable “nuisance” impact associated with noise from machine equipment during the 
construction period. Wildlife, particularly small birds, may be temporarily displaced and 
likely keep away from lands in close proximity to the area of construction until work 
ceases. This is a short-term and minor negative impact. It is a commonly occurring, but 
generally tolerated impact whenever work of this type has to be carried-out in Wilton. I 
 
In summary, the proposed project provides many positive and permanent impacts to the 
wetlands buffer, wetlands, and watercourse. The only negative impact is short-term and 
relatively superficial in nature.   
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Selected Site Photos 
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