




Environmental Land Solutions, LLCEnvironmental Land Solutions, LLCEnvironmental Land Solutions, LLCEnvironmental Land Solutions, LLC
Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning
8 Knight Street, Suite 203, Norwalk, CT  06851

Tel: (203) 855-7879    Fax: (203) 855-7836

July 12, 2021

Inlands Wetlands and Watercourses Commission

Town of Wilton

238 Danbury Road 

Wilton, CT 06897

Re: Significant Regulated Activity Narrative 

29 Crofoot Road,  Wilton, CT

Dear Commission Members:

Environmental Land Solutions, LLC (ELS) has been retained by the Rosenberg’s, property

owners of the above referenced site, to provide an environmental assessment for the proposed

building addition at their existing residence.  Due to the amount of earthwork required for the

proposed B100a septic system, a significant permit application is required.  This report

summaries the existing conditions of the wetland resources on the site and the effects of the

property developed may have on these resources. A site inspection was conducted by ELS on

December 12, 2002, and June 1, 2021.

EXISTING CONDITIONSEXISTING CONDITIONSEXISTING CONDITIONSEXISTING CONDITIONS

The 1± acre property is located on the southeast corner of Crofoot Road and Deforest Lane. 

The site contains a centrally located single-family residence and two outbuildings, with a small

lawn immediately around the house.  The remaining area of the site is wooded.  The site ‘s

topography is gently sloping from north to south with a 4'± topographic change over 280'±. 

The site has two wetland areas, one to the north of the house and one to the south of the house. 

The wooded area is a naturalized, second growth deciduous forest.  The tree canopy in the

upland wooded area is composed of Red Maple, Ash, White Oaks, American Elm, and Black

Birch.  Average tree sizes ranges from 12-24" diameter breast height (DBH), but include

several larger trees (36-48"DBH). The understory is dominated by Euonymus, but includes

Multiflora Rose, Asiatic Bittersweet, Winterberry, and Japanese Barberry.  Groundcover

includes leaf litter, Pachysandra, Garlic Mustard, Poison Ivy and Christmas Fern.

Regulated Wetlands and Watercourses

The property is located within in the Silvermine River watershed.  The watershed above the

property is approximately 0.5± acres in size and is occupied by residential development. 

Steven Danzer, Certified Professional Soil Scientist, identified the wetland boundary on the
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property in November of 2000.  A watercourse was identified on the southern portion of the

site that outflows from the wetland.  Refer to his report for additional information.

Primary tree cover in the wetlands was identified as Red Maples, Ash, American Elm and

White Oak.  The understory is primarily nonnative shrubs of Euonymus and Japanese

Barberry, but include Winterberry, Clethra and Spicebush.  Identified groundcover within the

wetland and along the watercourse include Garlic Mustard, Asiatic Bittersweet, Sensitive Fern,

Cinnamon Fern and leaf litter.

Wetlands Functions

Based upon professional experience and the publication entitled “The Highway Methodology

Workbook Supplement, Wetland Functions and Values, A Descriptive Approach,” prepared by

the US Army Corps of Engineers, NEDEP-360-1-30a, September 1999, the primary wetland

functions are expected groundwater discharge, sediment trapping and nutrient transformation.

PROPOSED CONDITIONS:PROPOSED CONDITIONS:PROPOSED CONDITIONS:PROPOSED CONDITIONS: 

The owners are proposing to build an addition onto the house and reconfiguration the existing

driveway.  All improvements are proposed within areas of existing developed lawn or

driveway areas.  A B100a code complying septic system is required for this application, but it

is not expected to be constructed at this time.  There are no activities proposed within the

wetland.  A summary of the activities follows.

Proposed activities within the upland review area include:

1. A 141± sf building addition 24'± from the wetland.  The existing house is 15.5'±

at its closest point from the wetland.  The addition will be almost completely within

the existing paved driveway, and be constructed as a slab on grade, with an

expected 15± cy of excavation for the footings.  Nostock piling of soil is needed or

proposed for the addition.  Excavated soils not immediately used for backfill will be

moved off the site.

2. A portion of the existing driveway will be reconfigured with a portion being

replaced with pervious pavers.  This will create a net decrease of 123± sf of

imperious drive surfaces.

3. The roof drains will be maintained in the same location, and discharge at grade

adjacent to the house.

4. The existing trench drain and piping within the driveway will be removed.

5. Code complying septic system (B100a) designed by Peak Engineers, LLC is

required for this addition and will involve the import of 230± cy of clean septic

sand, gravel and topsoil material to complete the installation.  However, there are

no immediate plans or need to install this system at this time.  
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6. Removal of the existing shed (127sf), south of the house and within the wetlands. 

The area will be replanted with native shrubs.  

With the removal of shed and the addition of pervious pavers in the driveway there

will be a net reduction (250± sf) of impervious surfaces on the site.

7. Sedimentation and erosion to controls, notes and construction sequence are provided

on the plans for all earthwork activities.

8. An “after the fact” permit for the Trex decking installed over an existing patio at

the back of the house.

ELS’s plan includes new native planting in disturbed areas.  The plan increases the plant

varieties and density in the wetland buffer, provides for replacement for tree removed for the

B100a, and a new lawn boulder demarcation.  When the work is completed and conforms to

the proposed site and migration plans, a vegetative buffer will be maintained between the new

lawn and the wetland.  

ALTERNATIVES:ALTERNATIVES:ALTERNATIVES:ALTERNATIVES:

The existing undersized lot, with wetlands covering approximately half of the site, provides

limited options for alternatives for this site.  One earlier version of the addition prepared by the

architect is attached.  This plan (A-103) prepared by Kathleen Poirier Architects, LLC shows a

slightly larger addition.  After closer review and discussion with the owner the addition was

reduced to create the proposed site plan with a net reduction of imperious.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The application requests a wetland permit to construct a small addition with associated

improvements to the house over existing developed areas.  The application includes a B100a

septic, as required by the septic code, with no immediate plans for installation.  The plan

includes, a removal of past wetland intrusions, provides a net decrease of impervious surfaces

and provides a planting plan to enhance and maintain the wetland buffer.  When the site work

is completed as shown on the provided site plans, with the provided mitigation measures the

wetland functions are expected to be protected and maintained.

Sincerely,

Kate Throckmorton, ASLA  

Registered Landscape Architect, RLA

Certification in Erosion and Sedimentation Control 

NOFA Certified Professional 

Crofoor Road 29-Wilton-ea.wpd

3



Soil Report 

Date: November 18, 2020 

By: Steven Danzer Ph.D.  

• Soil Scientist, Senior Professional Wetland Scientist, Arborist

- Nationally certified by the Soil Science Society of America (#353463).
- Registered with the Society of Soil Scientists of Southern New England.
- Certified PWS #1321 by the Society of Wetland Scientists
- Certified Arborist by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) NE-7409A
- CT Licensed Arborist DEEP S-5639

• Ph.D. in Renewable Natural Resource Studies.

Project: 29 Crofoot Road, Wilton, CT.  

INTRODUCTION 

A wetlands investigation was performed at the above-referenced property to locate and identify any 
inland wetland soils or watercourses.  

The purpose of this report is to document that the field work for the site investigation was conducted 
using professionally accepted methods and procedures. This report is intended for submission by the 
owner(s) of the property or their designated agent to the local municipal regulatory agency. 



Steven Danzer PhD and Associates LLC 
www.CTWetlandsConsulting.com 

203-451-8319
Page 2 of 4 

DEFINITIONS 

The Connecticut General Statutes Ch. 440 Sections 22a-36 and 22a-45 (as amended) define inland 
wetlands as land, including submerged land (except for tidal wetlands) which consist of any of the soil 
types designated by the National Cooperative Soil Survey as poorly drained, very poorly drained, 
floodplain, or alluvial.  

Poorly drained and very poorly drained are soil drainage classes that are defined by specific technical 
criteria in the Soil Survey Manual, Ch. 3 of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
Generally speaking, poorly drained soils are wet at shallow depths periodically during the growing 
season, or remain wet for long periods, while in very poorly drained soils water is removed from the soil 
so slowly that free water remains at or very near the ground surface during much of the growing season.  

Floodplain refers to the land bordering a stream or river that is subject to flood stage inundation, and 
alluvial refers to soil deposited by concentrated running water (Soil Survey Manual, Part 629).  

Watercourses are defined by the Connecticut General Statutes Ch. 440 Sections 22a-36 and 22a-45 (as 
amended) to include rivers, streams, brooks, waterways, lakes, ponds, marshes, swamps, bogs and all 
other bodies of water, natural or artificial, vernal or intermittent, public or private. Intermittent 
watercourses are a type of watercourse that typically do not flow year-round, and are specifically 
defined within the CT statutes by the presence of a defined permanent channel and bank, and the 
occurrence of two or more of the following characteristics:  

a) Evidence of scour, or deposits of recent alluvium or detritus;
b) The presence of standing or flowing water for a duration longer than a particular storm

incident; 
c) The presence of hydrophytic vegetation.

Uplands are land areas that are not inland wetlands, watercourses, or subject to tides. 

The soil series is a soil label that refers to the lowest category of the National Soil Classification 
System. It is used as a specification for identifying and classifying soils within a soil map unit. The 
descriptions are standardized by the USDA-NRCS, and contain soil properties that define and 
distinguish them from the other soil series.  

METHODS 

All soils were sampled to a depth of at least 20 inches with spade and augur unless noted otherwise 
during a field investigation conducted on November 17, 2020. Soils were classified according to the 
nomenclature presented within the NRCS Web Soil Survey, with additional reference to the National 
Cooperative Soil Survey, and the local Soil Survey.  
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The wetland boundaries were marked on site with flagging tape and/or stakes (Wetland Flags 1-13, 14-
23) and a sketch map prepared (attached).

SITE DESCRIPTION AND DISCUSSION 

The roughly 1.05 acre site is located on the northwest corner of Crofoot Road and Forest Lane, Wilton, 
CT. Land-use is is residential. The site is located within the DEEP Basin 7302-07 within the East 
Silvermine River Subregional Basin.  

Wetland resources on site include a two forested wetlands located on landscape depressions. The first 
wetland area was located in the southern region of the property while the second area was located in the 
northeastern region of the property. The residence and yard is located in between these areas. 

DATA and RESULTS 

WETLAND and WATERCOURSE SOIL MAPPING UNITS 

(3) Ridgebury, Leicester, and Whitman soils extremely stony  

The Ridgebury series consists of very deep, somewhat poorly and poorly drained soils formed in till 
derived mainly from granite, gneiss and schist. They are commonly shallow to a densic contact. They are 
nearly level to gently sloping soils in low areas in uplands. Slope ranges from 0 to 15 percent. Saturated 
hydraulic conductivity ranges from moderately low to high in the solum and very low to moderately low 
in the substratum. Mean annual temperature is about 49 degrees F. and the mean annual precipitation is 
about 45 inches.  
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Loamy, mixed, active, acid, mesic, shallow Aeric Endoaquepts 

The Leicester series consists of very deep, poorly drained loamy soils formed in friable till. They are 
nearly level or gently sloping soils in drainageways and low-lying positions on hills. Slope ranges from 0 
to 8 percent. Permeability is moderate or moderately rapid in the surface layer and subsoil and moderate 
to rapid in the substratum. Mean annual temperature is about 50 degrees F., and mean annual 
precipitation is about 47 inches.  
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Coarse-loamy, mixed, active, acid, mesic Aeric Endoaquepts 

The Whitman series consists of very deep, very poorly drained soils formed in lodgement till derived 
mainly from granite, gneiss, and schist. They are shallow to a densic contact. These soils are nearly level 
or gently sloping soils in depressions and drainageways on uplands. Saturated hydraulic conductivity is 
moderately high or high in the solum and very low through moderately high in the substratum. Mean 

Steven Danzer PhD and Associates LLC 
www.CTWetlandsConsulting.com 
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annual precipitation is about 45 inches (1143 millimeters) and mean annual temperature is about 49 
degrees F. (9 degrees C.).   
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Loamy, mixed, superactive, acid, mesic, shallow Typic Humaquepts 

UPLAND (NON WETLAND) SOIL MAPPING UNITS 

(61B) Canton and Charlton soils, 3 to 8 percent slopes, very stony 

The Canton series consists of very deep, well drained soils formed in a loamy mantle underlain by sandy 
till derived from parent materials that are very low in iron sulfides. They are on nearly level through 
very steep glaciated plains, hills, and ridges. Slope ranges from 0 through 35 percent. Saturated 
hydraulic conductivity is high in the solum and high or very high in the substratum. The mean annual 
temperature is about 46 degrees F. (10 degrees C.) and the annual precipitation is about 44 inches (1194 
millimeters). 
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Coarse-loamy over sandy or sandy-skeletal, mixed, semiactive, mesic Typic 
Dystrudepts 

The Charlton series consists of very deep, well drained loamy soils formed in till derived from parent 
materials that are very low in iron sulfides. They are nearly level to very steep soils on till plains and 
hills. Slope ranges from 0 to 50 percent. Saturated hydraulic conductivity is moderately high or high. 
Mean annual temperature is about 10 degrees C and mean annual precipitation is about 1194 mm.  
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Coarse-loamy, mixed, active, mesic Typic Dystrudepts 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LIMITATIONS  
All observations and conclusions within this report are opinion and were based upon the field conditions at time of 
investigation and best professional judgment. Field conditions may change over time. All wetland boundary lines established 
by the undersigned Soil Scientist are subject to change until officially adopted by the appropriate local, state and federal 
regulatory agencies. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

CERTIFICATION    

Signed,         

Steven Danzer Ph.D., Certified Professional Soil Scientist (CPSS #353463)  
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Steven Danzer Ph.D., Soil Scientist
Steven Danzer Ph.D. & Associates LLC

203-451-8319
www.CTWetlandsConsulting.com North
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Properties located adjacent to 29 Crofoot Road, Wilton, CT (Map 129, Lot #22)

Provided for a permit application for the Inland Wetlands Commission

(July 2021)

Map#/Lot # Property Owner

129/21 Bryan & Anna MacDonald

24 Forest Lane

Wilton, CT 06897

129/23 Farouk Abi-Karam

21 Crofoot Lane

Wilton, CT 06897

117/9 John & Terry Ragazzini

6 Abbot Lane

Wilton, CT 06897

117/14 Noel Kondub

8 Crofoot Road

Wilton, CT 06897

117/ 15 Carol Newman

40 Forest Lane

Wilton, CT 06897

129/16 Joseph Farenga

41 Forest Lane

Wilton, CT 06897

129/17 Joseph & Courtney Pozzi

25 Forest Lane

Wilton, CT 06897

Environmental Land Solutions, LLC
Landscape Architecture & Environmental Planning

8 Knight St., Suite 203, Norwalk, CT 06851

Tel: (203) 855-7879   Fax: (203) 855-7836
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