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Introduction 

 
The subject properties comprise two parcels, the first containing the main residence west of Nod Hill 
Road, and roughly 2.055 acres in size, the second parcel east of Nod Hill Road, and roughly 0.816 acres 
in size. The larger parcel contains a single-family residence, detached garage, gravel driveway, patios, 
walkways, swimming pool, stone walls, stone steps, lawn areas and plantings.  The property is served by 
a septic system. The smaller parcel contains a garage, open space, and a wetlands system. The wetlands 
are located to the south east and are along the eastern shoreline of a pond. The wetlands were delineated 
by Steven Danzer PhD & Associates, LLC during a field investigation conducted on March 24, 2023 
and documented in a Soil Report.  
  
 
 

Background 
 

On March 9, 2023 a Cease and Desist Order was upheld for unauthorized work (tree removal) conducted 
in the regulated area. On the 0.816 acre (eastern) parcel, approximately nine trees were removed from 
the upland review area. The homeowner seeks to replace the trees as part of a Corrective Action Appli-
cation for an Intermediate Regulated Activity.  
 
 
 

Proposed Activities and Mitigation Measures 
 

Buffer Mitigation Plantings 
 

The intention of the proposed activities is to replace the trees removed from the buffer area through in-
troduction of a variety of native trees. The new plantings will improve the ecology of the property on 
many levels.  The proposed trees will control erosion by reducing stormwater runoff, creating an oppor-
tunity for stormwater to be absorbed and filtered, protecting the quality of the existing wetlands. The 
proposed trees will also provide habitat, food and shelter for many types of fauna and avian species.  A 
variety of native tree species are proposed which will serve to increase biodiversity through attracting 
additional birds, insects and mammals.  The buffer area planting mitigation includes nine trees. Approxi-
mately 0.006 acres (250 sq ft) of regulated area is to be enhanced.  Non-native invasive vegetation with-
in the vicinity of the new tree planting area is proposed to be removed, and disposed of in an off-site 
location. All disturbed areas of the existing lawn will be restored with topsoil (where needed), fine 
raked, seeded and hay mulched. 
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Impacts 

 
The mitigation plantings will provide a positive impact to the wetlands as an array of buffer plantings 
are proposed to provide additional habitat and water quality remediation, therefore increasing buffer 
functions.  
 
 

Installation Methods and Maintenance 
 

The proposed trees shall be installed either by hand, or by use of small tracked machinery. The contrac-
tor shall adhere to the planting accesses shown on the plan, and keep disturbance to a minimum. The 
proposed trees shall be watered by hand, or by use of “Gator Bags”, or similar method, or with a tempo-
rary irrigation system until establishment. The proposed trees shall be monitored for deer browsing, and 
if needed, be protected by physical means, such as tree tubes, mesh fencing, or similar, and/or organic 
deer spray applied, as needed. All existing trees shall be protected. As soon as planting is complete, any 
disturbed lawn areas shall be fine raked, seeded with lawn seed, and hay mulched. 

 
 

Summary 
 

The proposed buffer planting improvements will significantly improve the ecology of the property 
through mitigating stormwater runoff, increasing biodiversity to support existing and attract new wildlife 
and pollinators, and creating food and shelter for the fauna.   

 

  

 



 
 
 
 

 

Soil Report 
 
 
   
Date: March 24, 2023 
 
By: Steven Danzer Ph.D.  
 

• Soil Scientist, Senior Professional Wetland Scientist, Arborist    
 

- Nationally certified by the Soil Science Society of America (#353463). 
- Registered with the Society of Soil Scientists of Southern New England.   
- Certified PWS #1321 by the Society of Wetland Scientists                                       
- Certified Arborist by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) NE-7409A 
- CT Licensed Arborist DEEP S-5639 

      
• Ph.D. in Renewable Natural Resource Studies. 

 
 
Project: 573 Nod Hill Road, Wilton, CT.  
     
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 
A wetlands investigation was performed at the above-referenced property to locate and identify any 
inland wetland soils or watercourses.  
 
The purpose of this report is to document that the field work for the site investigation was conducted 
using professionally accepted methods and procedures. This report is intended for submission by the 
owner(s) of the property or their designated agent to the local municipal regulatory agency. 
 
 

DEFINITIONS 
 
The Connecticut General Statutes Ch. 440 Sections 22a-36 and 22a-45 (as amended) define inland 
wetlands as land, including submerged land (except for tidal wetlands) which consist of any of the soil 
types designated by the National Cooperative Soil Survey as poorly drained, very poorly drained, 
floodplain, or alluvial.  
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Poorly drained and very poorly drained are soil drainage classes that are defined by specific technical 
criteria in the Soil Survey Manual, Ch. 3 of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
Generally speaking, poorly drained soils are wet at shallow depths periodically during the growing 
season, or remain wet for long periods, while in very poorly drained soils water is removed from the soil 
so slowly that free water remains at or very near the ground surface during much of the growing season.  
 
Floodplain refers to the land bordering a stream or river that is subject to flood stage inundation, and 
alluvial refers to soil deposited by concentrated running water (Soil Survey Manual, Part 629).  
 
Watercourses are defined by the Connecticut General Statutes Ch. 440 Sections 22a-36 and 22a-45 (as 
amended) to include rivers, streams, brooks, waterways, lakes, ponds, marshes, swamps, bogs and all 
other bodies of water, natural or artificial, vernal or intermittent, public or private. Intermittent 
watercourses are a type of watercourse that typically do not flow year-round, and are specifically 
defined within the CT statutes by the presence of a defined permanent channel and bank, and the 
occurrence of two or more of the following characteristics:  
 

a) Evidence of scour, or deposits of recent alluvium or detritus;  
b) The presence of standing or flowing water for a duration longer than a particular storm 

incident;  
c) The presence of hydrophytic vegetation. 

 
Uplands are land areas that are not inland wetlands, watercourses, or subject to tides. 
 
The soil series is a soil label that refers to the lowest category of the National Soil Classification 
System. It is used as a specification for identifying and classifying soils within a soil map unit. The 
descriptions are standardized by the USDA-NRCS, and contain soil properties that define and 
distinguish them from the other soil series.  
 
 

METHODS 
 
Wetland or watercourse boundaries present within the survey area were investigated pursuant to the 
definitions provided by the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS Ch. 440 Sections 22a-36 and 22a-45) as 
amended.  All soils were sampled to a depth of at least 20 inches with spade and augur unless noted 
otherwise during a field investigation conducted on March 23, 2023. Soils were classified according to 
the nomenclature presented within the NRCS Web Soil Survey, with additional reference to the National 
Cooperative Soil Survey, and the local Soil Survey. The wetland boundaries were marked on site with 
flagging tape and/or stakes (Wetland Flags 1-16) and a sketch map prepared (attached).  
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SITE DESCRIPTION AND DISCUSSION 
 

The approximately 0.8 acre site is located on the east side of Nod Hill Road, Wilton CT. The site is 
undeveloped. The site is located within the DEEP Basin 7301-04 within the Comstock Brook 
Subregional Basin. 
 
Wetland resources on site consist of a portion of the eastern shoreline of a pond shared by several 
residences along Nod Hill Road, Partrick Lane and Indian Hill Road.   
 
  
 

 
 

DATA and RESULTS 
 
WETLAND and WATERCOURSE SOIL MAPPING UNITS 
 
(3)  Ridgebury, Leicester, and Whitman soils extremely stony   
  
The Ridgebury series consists of very deep, somewhat poorly and poorly drained soils formed in till 
derived mainly from granite, gneiss and schist. They are commonly shallow to a densic contact. They 
are nearly level to gently sloping soils in low areas in uplands. Slope ranges from 0 to 15 percent. 
Saturated hydraulic conductivity ranges from moderately low to high in the solum and very low to 
moderately low in the substratum. Mean annual temperature is about 49 degrees F. and the mean annual 
precipitation is about 45 inches.  TAXONOMIC CLASS: Loamy, mixed, active, acid, mesic, shallow 
Aeric Endoaquepts 
 
The Leicester series consists of very deep, poorly drained loamy soils formed in friable till. They are 
nearly level or gently sloping soils in drainageways and low-lying positions on hills. Slope ranges from 
0 to 8 percent. Permeability is moderate or moderately rapid in the surface layer and subsoil and 
moderate to rapid in the substratum. Mean annual temperature is about 50 degrees F., and mean annual 
precipitation is about 47 inches. TAXONOMIC CLASS: Coarse-loamy, mixed, active, acid, mesic Aeric 
Endoaquepts 
 
The Whitman series consists of very deep, very poorly drained soils formed in lodgement till derived 
mainly from granite, gneiss, and schist. They are shallow to a densic contact. These soils are nearly level 
or gently sloping soils in depressions and drainageways on uplands. Saturated hydraulic conductivity is 
moderately high or high in the solum and very low through moderately high in the substratum. Mean 
annual precipitation is about 45 inches (1143 millimeters) and mean annual temperature is about 49 
degrees F. (9 degrees C.). TAXONOMIC CLASS: Loamy, mixed, superactive, acid, mesic, shallow 
Typic Humaquepts 
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UPLAND (NON WETLAND) SOIL MAPPING UNITS 
 
(73C) Charlton- Chatfield complex, 3 to 15 percent slopes, very rocky    
 
The Charlton series consists of very deep, well drained loamy soils formed in till derived from parent 
materials that are very low in iron sulfides. They are nearly level to very steep soils on till plains and 
hills. Slope ranges from 0 to 50 percent. Saturated hydraulic conductivity is moderately high or high. 
Mean annual temperature is about 10 degrees C and mean annual precipitation is about 1194 mm.  
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Coarse-loamy, mixed, active, mesic Typic Dystrudepts 
 
The Chatfield series consists of well drained and somewhat excessively drained soils formed in till 
derived from parent materials that are very low in iron sulfides. They are moderately deep to bedrock. 
They are nearly level through very steep soils on glaciated plains, hills, and ridges. Slope ranges from 0 
through 70 percent. Crystalline bedrock is at depths of 20 to 40 inches (50 through 100 centimeters). 
Saturated hydraulic conductivity is moderately high or high in the mineral soil. Mean annual 
temperature is 51 degrees F (11 degrees C) and mean annual precipitation is 38 inches (1194 
millimeters). 
TAXONOMIC CLASS: Coarse-loamy, mixed, superactive, mesic Typic Dystrudepts 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
LIMITATIONS  
All observations and conclusions within this report are opinion and were based upon the field conditions at time of 
investigation and best professional judgment. Field conditions may change over time. All wetland boundary lines established 
by the undersigned Soil Scientist are subject to change until officially adopted by the appropriate local, state and federal 
regulatory agencies. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
CERTIFICATION                             

Signed,                                
Steven Danzer Ph.D., Certified Professional Soil Scientist (CPSS #353463)  
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Town Boundary

CONNECTICUT SUBREGIONAL 
BASINS AND SURFACE
WATER FLOW DIRECTIONS

Digital layers provided by the CTDEP.
Map composed by the NEMO project.
For educational purposes only.

Subregional Watershed Boundary

Watercourse

< Basin Outlet

< Surface Water Flow Direction

Town Area: 17491 Acres

Subrg. Basin ID# - as designated by CTDEP

The table provides statistics for each
subregional basin.   Shown are the
areas of the basin within the town,
the percentage for that area,  and the 
percent of the town covered by each basin. 
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7200 318.81 1.0 1.8
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Tracy Chalifoux <tlchalifoux@gmail.com>

573 Nod Hill Rd, Wilton, CT-Watershed or Aquifer Area Project Notification
1 message

Tracy Chalifoux <tlchalifoux@gmail.com> Wed, May 10, 2023 at 1:09 PM
To: dph.swpmail@ct.gov

To Whom it May Concern,

Attached please find the Watershed or Aquifer Area Project Notification Form for the property at 573 Nod Hill Rd, Wilton,
CT.

Thank you.

--
Sincerely,

Tracy L. Chalifoux, R.L.A.
Principal Landscape Architect
Tracy Chalifoux LLC
7 King Street
Danbury, CT 06811

mobile: 845-364-1360

tlchalifoux@gmail.com

WatershedorAquiferAreaProjectNotificationFormpdf.pdf
157K

mailto:tlchalifoux@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=f4b1a3bd6e&view=att&th=18806a4053162d28&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_lhhyguui0&safe=1&zw


Watershed or Aquifer Area Project Notification Form  

REQUIREMENT:  

Within seven days of filing, all applicants before a municipal Zoning Commission, Planning and Zoning Commission, 
Zoning Board of Appeals or Inland Wetlands Commission for any project located within a public water supply aquifer or 
watershed area are reguired by Public Act No. 06-53 of the CT General Statutes to notify The Commissioner of Public 
Health and the project area Water Company of the proposed project by providing the following information. 

To determine if your project falls within a public water supply aquifer or watershed area visit the appropriate town hall 
and look at their Public Drinking Water Source Protection Areas map. If your project falls completely within or contain 
any part of a public water supply aquifer or watershed you are required to complete the following information.  

Note: You will need information obtained from the Public Drinking Water Source Protection Areas map located 
in the appropriate town hall to complete this form. 

Step 1: Have you already notified the CT Department of Public Health (CTDPH) of this project?  

No, Go to Step 2 

Yes, I have notified DPH under a different project name - Complete steps 4-6 

Yes, same name different year - Notification Year  Complete steps 4-6 

Step 2: 

1. Name of public water supply aquifer your project lies within:  

2. Name of the public water supply watershed your project lies within:  

3. Public Water Supply Identification number (PWSID) for the water utility:  
CT

 

Step 3: For 1-5 Check all that apply 

1. My project is proposing: 

Industrial use; Commercial use; Agricultural use; Residential use;  

Recreational use; Transportation improvements; Institutional (school, hospital, nursing home, etc.); 

Quarry/Mining; Zone Change, Please Describe:  

Other, Please describe:  

2. The total acreage of my project is: 

Less than or equal to 5 acres    Greater than 5 acres 

 

3. My project site contains, abuts or is within 50 feet of a: 

Wetland; Stream; River; Pond or Lake 



4. Existing use of my project site is: 

Grassland/meadow; Forested; Agricultural; Transportation; Institutional (school, hospital, 

nursing home, etc.); Residential; Commercial; Industrial; Recreational; Quarry/Mining 

Other Please Describe:  

 

5. My project will utilize: 

septic system; existing public sewer; new public sewer; agricultural waste facility; 

existing private well; new private well; existing public water supply;  

new public water supply, if new have you applied for a certificate of public convenience and necessity from 

DPH?    Yes No 

6. My project will contain this percentage of built up area (buildings, parking, road/driveway, pool):  Less than 

or equal to 20% Greater than 20% to 50% Greater than 50%  

 

Step: 4 Applicants Contact Information: 

Name:  

E-mail address:  

Telephone:  

Fax number:  

 

Step 5: Please provide the following if available: 

Project name:  

Project site address:  

Town:  

Project site nearest intersection:  

Project site latitude and longitude:  
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May 11, 2023 

 

Sent by Certified Mail 

 

Tracy L. Chalifoux 
Tracy Chalifoux LLC, applicant’s agent 
7 King Street 
Danbury, CT 06811 
 
SNEW 
South Norwalk Electric and Water Company 
164 Old Boston Road 
Wilton, CT  06897 
CT#1030021 
South Norwalk Reservoir/City Lake 
Pope’s Pond/Street’s Pond 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

A wetland application for an upland buffer tree restoration plan for the property located at 573 
Nod Hill Road, Wilton, CT 06897 (applicant: Jorge Valentin residence) has been submitted to the 
Town of Wilton Inland Wetlands Commission. This letter serves as a written notice to the South 
Norwalk Electric and Water Company of the application as required per Section 8-31 of the 
Connecticut General Statues. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Tracy L. Chalifoux 

Principal Landscape Architect/Agent 
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