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MEETING MINUTES 

HYBRID MEETING 

October 28, 2021 

 

PRESENT: Nick Lee (Chair), Penelope Koechl, Theodora Pinou, Rick Stow 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Mike Conklin, Director of Environmental Affairs; Lisa Feinberg, Carmody 

Law; Matthew Popp, Environmental Land Solutions; Erik Lindquist, Tighe & Bond; Jim 

Murphy, Gregory & Adams, P.C.; Craig Flaherty, Redniss & Mead; Dennis Quinn, Quinn 

Ecological; James Bias, CT Humane Society; Josefina Mitrione, Property Owner; Marco 

Mitrione, Son of Property Owner 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Mr. Lee called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 

 

II. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

A. WET#2714(S) FDSPIN 141 DR, LLC – 141 Danbury Road – proposed apartment 

complex with 173 units within a regulated area (cont.) 

 

Ms. Feinberg noted all questions have been adequately addressed for the third-party engineering 

review.   

 

Mr. Lindquist reviewed the level spreader function and location in the southwest corner as 

requested by Dr. Pinou.  He also confirmed most microplastics originate from tires.  He 

described the porous pavement and infiltration system will alleviate this concern. 

 

Mr. Stow MOVED to CLOSE the Public Hearing for WET#2714, SECONDED by Ms. Koechl 

and CARRIED 4-0-0 with all in favor. 

 

Mr. Stow MOVED to APPROVE the Draft Resolution for WET#2714, SECONDED by Ms. 

Koechl and CARRIED 3-1-0 with Dr. Pinou opposed. 

 

B. WET#2724(S) CT HUMANE SOCIETY – 863-875 Danbury Road – redevelopment of 

premises to include demo of existing on-site structures and construction of new single-story 

commercial building, parking, driveways, walkways, and associated improvements 
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Mr. Popp confirmed no vernal pools were found on the site.  He also confirmed the gravel road 

removal will include seeding for restoration.   

 

Mr. Quinn reviewed necessary habitat for box turtles.  He shared his recommended protection 

measures which would include daylighting of the riparian system, installing barriers during 

construction, and recreating the gravel drive as a suitable habitat for box turtle nesting. 

 

Mr. Stow MOVED to CLOSE the Public Hearing, SECONDED by Ms. Koechl and CARRIED 

4-0-0 with all in favor. 

 

Mr. Stow MOVED to APPROVE the Draft Resolution for WET#2724, SECONDED by Ms. 

Koechl and CARRIED 3-1-0 with Dr. Pinou opposed. 

 

C. WET#2736(S) ROY – 55 Hickory Hill Road – proposed single-family residence and 

associated site improvements 

 

Mr. Lee noted this Application is being continued to the next meeting. 

 

IV. APPLICATIONS READY TO BE REVIEWED  

 

A. WET#2732(I) MARLEY – 81 Glen Hill Road – “emergency” septic replacement 

 

Mr. Conklin confirmed the system has already been installed under a temporary permit. 

 

Mr. Stow MOVED to APPROVE WET#2732, SECONDED by Ms. Koechl and CARRIED 4-0-

0 with all in favor. 

 

V. APPLICATIONS READY TO BE ACCEPTED 

 

A. WET#2747(S) PADILLA – 44 Berch Court – proposed in-ground pool and associated site 

improvements 

 

B. WET#2748(S) GIANNOUTSOS – 19 Lee Allen Lane – proposed 20 ft. x 45 ft. in-ground 

pool and associated site improvements 

 

C. WET#2749(I) BENE – 85 Old Driftway – “corrective action” to address unauthorized 

removal of ten trees and placement of wood chips in a regulated area 

 

Mr. Stow MOVED to ACCEPT WET#2747, WET#2748, and WET#2749, SECONDED by Ms. 

Koechl and CARRIED 4-0-0 with all in favor. 

 

VI. APPROVED MINOR ACTIVITIES  

 

A. WET#2741(M) WASKOM – 60 Borglum Road – proposed removal of trees within a 

regulated area 

 

B. WET#2740(M) OLIVA – 281 Nod Hill Road – proposed free-standing sauna kit, 

placement of fill, and flagstone path 90 ft. from a pond 
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C. WET#2743(M) CHO – 44 Grey Rocks Road – proposed propane tanks and pool heater 15 

ft. from a wetland 

 

D. WET#2742(M) ASTROLOGO – 234 Mountain Road – proposed shed 30 ft. from a 

wetland 

 

Mr. Conklin provided a brief review of the Minor Applications that have been approved by Staff. 

 

VII. CORRESPONDENCE  

 

A. MITRIONE – 49 Rivergate Drive – request for extension of Corrective Action 

Application Due Date 

 

Mr. Conklin noted that the owners have not completed their requirements under the modified 

Cease & Desist by the due date.  The Commissioners asked that the items for the modification 

are completed immediately.  The extension was not authorized.   

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS - None 

 

VIII. VIOLATIONS  

 

A. MITRIONE – 49 Rivergate Drive – removal of trees and understory and dumping of 

debris (Cease & Desist Modified 9/9/21 – Application due date October 12, 2021) 

 

B. FALTA – 20 Cheese Spring Road – removal of eight trees and understory (Cease & Desist 

Issued 9/29/21 – Owner Waived Show Cause Hearing – Corrective Action Application due 

11/9/21) 

 

IX. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

 

A. Regular Meeting Minutes October 14, 2021  

 

Mr. Stow MOVED to APPROVE the Meeting Minutes of October 14, 2021, SECONDED by 

Ms. Koechl and CARRIED 3-0-1 with Dr. Pinou abstained as she did not review the minutes. 

 

B. Special Site Walk Meeting Minutes October 20, 2021 

 

Ms. Koechl MOVED to APPROVE the Special Meeting Minutes of October 20, 2021, 

SECONDED by Dr. Pinou and CARRIED 2-0-2 with Mr. Lee and Mr. Stow abstained as they 

were not present. 

 

X. PUBLIC COMMENT - None 

 

XI. ADJOURN 

 

Ms. Koechl thanked Mr. Lee for his term on the Commission. 
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Mr. Stow MOVED to ADJOURN at 9:07 pm, SECONDED by Ms. Koechl and 

CARRIED 4-0-0 with all in favor. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Liz Larkin 

Recording Secretary, Environmental Affairs 


