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Wilton Board of Selectmen & Wilton Zoning Board of Appeals
Wilton Town Hall

238 Danbury Road

Wilton, CT 06897

We are writing to you as both passionate members of the local brewing

community and as local property and business owners to request amendments to the
existing town ordinances and zoning regulations regarding the sale and manufacture of
alcohol. We kindly ask you to consider revising Wilton’s alcohol ordinance to permit the
sale of alcohol in breweries and the Zoning Regulations to allow for breweries as a

special use permitted in the General Business District of Wilton.

As local property and business owners of both Orem’s Diner and Twelve Gods

Brewery, we have had the privilege of witnessing the growth and development of our

community over the years. It is evident that Connecticut has become a hub for craft

beer enthusiasts, attracting both locals and tourists who appreciate the unique flavors
and cultural experience that breweries offer. Unfortunately, Wilton’s current regulations
do not allow breweries to operate and manufacture thereby hindering the Town’s ability
to participate in this unique industry. Craft breweries have experienced tremendous
growth and popularity in recent years, serving as both producers of high-quality
beverages and vibrant gathering places for residents and visitors alike and we believe
that our town has an opportunity to join the communities across the nation that have
embraced the growth of craft breweries and the cultural, economic, and social benefits
they bring. By modifying the existing alcohol ordinance and zoning regulations, we can
foster an environment that supports entrepreneurship, encourages local creativity, and
attracts tourists seeking unique experiences. Breweries, as centers of craftsmanship
and innovation, can contribute to both the cultural and economic landscape of our
town. They not only create unique and flavorful beers but also provide spaces for

residents and visitors to gather, socialize, and appreciate the artistry of brewing.


demetris
Draft


DRAFT

We acknowledge the concerns raised regarding alcohol sales and “sit down
bars,” as well as the significance of responsible consumption. However, it is important
to recognize that breweries must adhere to strict state and federal regulations
governing the production, labeling, and sale of alcoholic beverages. By complying with
these regulations and implementing responsible serving practices, Twelve Gods can
guarantee the safe and responsible enjoyment of our product. The proposed
amendment(s) impose stringent limitations on the size and production capacity of the
facilities, ensuring that they remain small-scale and have minimal impact. Additionally,
the facility can be obligated to meet all local regulations and standards, with careful
oversight to promote responsible consumption and prevent any potential negative
consequences. This approach guarantees that the operations are well-managed and

prioritize safety.

The proposed amendment(s) will allow for the establishment of craft beer

production facilities within the town, with a maximum size of 3000 square feet and a
production limit of 5000 BBL of beer per year. These production facilities will be
permitted to conduct tours and tastings as outlined in the State of Connecticut General
Statutes (C.G.S.) 30-16 as amended by Public ACT 19-24 Sec. 5 (b), providing an
opportunity for the public to learn about the beer-making process and to sample local

brews.

In light of these considerations, we kindly request the Board of Selectmen and

the Zoning Commission to review and amend the existing town ordinances and zoning
regulations to allow for the manufacture and sale of beer in a brewery within our town
as outlined in C.G.S. 30-16(b). By doing so, we can support local businesses, promote

economic growth, and enhance the social fabric of our community.

Wilton’s current alcohol ordinance, outlined in Chapter 8 of the Town’s ordinances

reads as follows:
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ARTICLE |
Sale of Alcoholic Liquor

$ 8-1. Definitions.

For purposes of all sections of this article, the term "alcoholic liquor" shall be defined
as set out in Section 30-1(3) of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended.

$8-2. Sale of liquor under golf country club permit.

The sale of alcoholic liquor under a golf country club permit is hereby allowed in the
Town of Wilton as provided under the provisions of Chapter 545 of the General
Statutes to include Sundays between the hours of 12:00 noon and 9:00 p.m.

$8-3. Sale of liquor under restaurant permits; penalties for offenses.

A. The Town of Wilton shall allow the sale of alcoholic liquor in all establishments
operating under restaurant permits only between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and
11:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday; between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and
12:00 midnight on Friday and Saturday; between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and
1:00 a.m. on New Year's Eve; and between the hours of 12:00 noon and 11:00
p.m. on Sunday.

B. The Town shall allow the sale of alcoholic liquor in all restaurants operating under
the liquor permits cited in C.G.S. § 30-9l(a), as amended from time to time. The
hours for such sales shall also be in accordance with C.G.S. § 30-91(a). [Added
4-3-2017]

C. For purposes of this article, the term "sale of alcoholic liquor" shall be deemed to
include the dispensing or consumption of alcoholic liquor or the presence of
alcoholic liquor in glasses or other receptacles suitable to permit the
consumption of alcoholic liquor.

D. Any person violating the provisions of § 8-3 of this article shall be fined not more
than $99 for each offense.

$8-4. Sale of liquor under package store permits.

The Town of Wilton shall allow the sale of alcoholic liquor under package store
permits between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

$8-5. Applicability of general statutes.

All other provisions in the General Statutes prohibiting the sale of alcoholic liquor on
specific days or setting the hours of sale of alcoholic liquor shall still apply.

We would like to propose amendment(s) for the ordinance to read as follows:
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ARTICLE |
Sale of Alcoholic Liquor
§ 8-1. Definitions.

For purposes of all sections of this article, the term "alcoholic liquor" shall be defined as set out
in Section 30-1(3) of the Connecticut General Statutes, as amended.

§ 8-2. Sale of liquor under golf country club permit.

The sale of alcoholic liquor under a golf country club permit is hereby allowed in the Town of
Wilton as provided under the provisions of Chapter 545 of the General Statutes to include
Sundays between the hours of 12:00 noon and 9:00 p.m.

§ 8-3. Sale of liquor under restaurant permits; penalties for offenses.

A. The Town of Wilton shall allow the sale of alcoholic liquor in all establishments operating
under restaurant permits only between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m., Monday
through Thursday; between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 midnight on Friday and
Saturday; between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 a.m. on New Year's Eve; and between
the hours of 12:00 noon and 11:00 p.m. on Sunday.

B. The Town shall allow the sale of alcoholic liquor in all restaurants operating under the
liquor permits cited in C.G.S. § 30-91(a), as amended from time to time. The hours for
such sales shall also be in accordance with C.G.S. § 30-91(a). [Added 4-3-2017]

C. For purposes of this article, the term "sale of alcoholic liquor" shall be deemed to include
the dispensing or consumption of alcoholic liquor or the presence of alcoholic liquor in
glasses or other receptacles suitable to permit the consumption of alcoholic liquor.

D. Any person violating the provisions of § 8-3 of this article shall be fined not more than
$99 for each offense.

§ 8-4. Sale of liquor under package store permits.

The Town of Wilton shall allow the sale of alcoholic liquor under package store permits
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

§ 8-5. Sale of liquor under brewery permits.

The Town of Wilton shall allow the sale of alcoholic liquor under brewery permits between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

§ 8-6. Applicability of general statutes.

All other provisions in the General Statutes prohibiting the sale of alcoholic liquor on specific
days or setting the hours of sale of alcoholic liquor shall still apply.
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We would also like to propose an amendment to the Town of Wilton Zoning Regulations

Chapter 29-6B-3 by adding a further special permit use section z as follows:
29-6B-3
z. Brewery, as defined by Connecticut General Statute § 30-16(b)
Manufacturer of Beer permit; not to exceed a total area of 3000 square
feet including production and storage facilities and limited to a

production of not more than 5000 BBL per calendar year.

With the success of breweries like Nod Hill in neighboring Ridgefield and others
across the State, Wilton needs to move forward and provide not only a terrific town to
live in with top schools and a wonderful bucolic feel but also other social amenities and
attractions to engage our residents. Why drive to Ridgefield for the craft beer
experience when we can have it right here? It is time for Wilton to join the rest of the
State and become a part of this popular and growing industry and allow for the

manufacture and sale of craft-brewed beverages in town.

We appreciate your consideration and your commitment making Wilton a unique and

desirable community to live, work and play in.

Very Truly Yours,
The Twelve Gods Brewery team
AP, DF, RR
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