
From: Contact form at Wilton CT
To: Pierce, Steve
Subject: [Wilton CT] Pavillion Use at Merwin Meadows (Sent by Sheila Wakoff, sheila.wakoff@snet.net)
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--3f731e15917a002df1aeb7bf567411fc Content-Type: text/plain; charset=UTF-8; format=flowed; Hello spierce, Sheila Wakoff
(sheila.wakoff@snet.net) has sent you a message via your contact form (https://www.wiltonct.org/user/101/contact) at Wilton CT. If
you don't want to receive such e-mails, you can change your settings at https://www.wiltonct.org/user/101/edit. Message: February 28,
2022 To: Steve Pierce, Director, Parks and Recreation, Town of Wilton Wilton Parks and Recreation Commission Members From:
Sheila Wakoff - 45-year Resident of Wilton 32 Slawson Court, Wilton Subject: Summer Pavillion Use at Merwin Meadows My
husband and I are perhaps Wilton’s most frequent visitors to Merwin Meadows. From starting down the NRVT trailhead three times a
week to jog, to enjoying the park on lazy summer afternoons, we think Merwin Meadows is a wonderful town asset. The reason I am
writing is that one afternoon last summer I noticed that the pavillion was being used by a very large group of people, perhaps 20 or so. I
was at the park for about two hours in the late afternoon and they were using the whole pavillion the entire time I was there. From the
way things were set up it looked like they were using it for many hours before this. I was very surprised to see an airbed set up! There
were at least two huge cold storage food coolers and the pavilion grill was fired up while another grill which they brought with them
was also being used to feed the large group. It was clear to me that no other people at the park felt comfortable sitting in the shade
providing pavillion since this group clearly had it fully in use. A few days later, I called the Park & Rec office to ask about rules for
pavillion use. I was told that no sign up for use is required; it is basically free and open to anyone in the park to use with no stipulations.
The person I spoke with offered to check attendance records and reported that a large group of people had paid for out-of-town day
passes on that Sunday. It was this large group, I believed that had come early in the day, set up the pavillion with their possessions, and
taken it over for the entire day. I wondered why an individual group, any group, whether townspeople or paying out-of-towners, should
be allowed to take over this facility and have it all to themselves all day. Shouldn’t there be some rules for signing up and limiting the
time it can be used for a single group? I think there should be. My hope in writing this is that you will look into the Parks and Recs
policy regarding pavillion use. I think use should be limited to two to three hours. I don’t think monitoring use would add an undue
burden to the lifeguards’ duties to oversee signups and to note when the time limit is reached. The new policy could be posted at the
pavillion advising the public about new regulations. I look forward to hearing from you regarding this proposal. Respectfully, Sheila
Wakoff P.S. Please note that I appreciate the time you all spend in service to the Town. --3f731e15917a002df1aeb7bf567411fc
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