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PRESS RELEASE

August 9, 2022

NATIVE PLANTS FOR POLLINATORS PROCLAMATION DAY TO CELEBRATE
ONE NON-RESIDENTIAL AND NON-MUNICIPAL ORGANIZATION’S GARDEN OR
PLANTINGS

The Wilton Conservation Commission and the Wilton Pollinator Pathway are excited to announce
a new program to recognize businesses and non-profits, which have joined the effort to increase
pollinator habitats. An annual award will be given to a business or non-profit that has created a
pollinator garden or container planted primarily with native plants and maintained without use of
pesticides.

Anyone can nominate a Wilton-based business or non-profit by sending an email to
conservationevent@wiltonct.org. Please include organization’s name, location of site to be
judged, representative photo(s) and contact name, email address and phone number. Businesses
and non-profits can self-nominate. Nominations must be submitted by Friday, August 12, 2022.

The eligibility requirements are:

e Must have beautified their property with one or more plantings of mostly native plants that
support pollinators and create habitat for wildlife.

e Must not have used pesticides on the planting area(s) being entered.

e Sites of any size from a planting container to a large garden landscape are eligible.

e Eligible organizations include: businesses; community or not-for-profit organizations;
schools; houses of worship; educational, historical, and cultural institutions.

e Private residential and/or municipal gardens/plantings are not eligible.

A ceremony will be held on Wednesday, August, 17, 2022 at 4 pm in the Chess Park in Wilton
Center (across from Stop and Shop at 5 River Road) to announce the winner. Refreshments will be
served and Second Selectman, Josh Cole will deliver a proclamation declaring August 17" as
Native Plants for Pollinators Day.

Whether small or large, pollinator gardens are vital way-stations for native pollinators. Planting
native plants, shrubs, and trees benefits birds and other wildlife, and beautifies the town. The


mailto:conservationevent@wiltonct.org

town’s Environmental Affairs Department, the Conservation Commission, the Pollinator Pathway
and the Wilton Garden Club have collaborated to plant native pollinators on town-owned property,
most notably in Wilton Center, including the Chess Park and along the Norwalk River.

The Conservation Commission is comprised of volunteers appointed by the Board of Selectmen.
Spreading awareness about the benefits of using native plants is a priority for the Conservation
Commission. To learn more about the Commission, please visit Conservation Commission |
Wilton CT.

The Pollinator Pathway is a grassroots effort to establish a pollinator habitat along a series of
corridors throughout the Northeast. To learn more about the Pollinator Pathway and native plants,
please visit Pollinator Pathway (pollinator-pathway.org).

For more information, contact Wilton Conservation Commission Chair Jackie Algon at
jackie.algon@wiltonct.org.

Press Contact:

Sarah Gioffre, Coordinator of Community Affairs
Office of First Selectman, Town of Wilton

(203) 563-0129, x 1128
sarah.gioffre@wiltonct.org


https://www.wiltonct.org/conservation-commission
https://www.wiltonct.org/conservation-commission
https://www.pollinator-pathway.org/
mailto:sarah.gioffre@wiltonct.org

, Announcing the Proclamation of Wilton’s First Annual

N&TDWE PLANTS

: “ A3 Bor POLLINATORS
%g DAY

You’'re invited to enter YOUR Organization’s Pollinator Garden!
ENTRIES ARE DUE BY FRIDAY, AUGUST 12, 2022

WHAT: August 17, 2022, will be proclaimed “Native Plants for Pollinators Day”

in the town of Wilton. At the Proclamation Ceremony that day, one institution will be

recognlzed as the 2022 Native Plants for Pollinators organization, celebrating its use
of primarily native plants in its site landscaping.

meeezi  WHEN: 4 pm, Wednesday, August 17, 2022
weerew’ WHERE: Chess Park across from 5 River Rd (S&S Plaza)

WHo CAN ENTER: Open to ALL non-residential organizations that
« Own or lease property in Wilton

« Have beautified their property with one or more plantings of mostly
native plants that support pollinators and create habitat for wildlife

« Have not used pesticides on the planting area(s) being entered
« NoOTE: Sites of any size are eligible to be entered in the running -
from a planting container to a large garden landscape!

» FEligible organizations include: businesses; community or not-for-profit organizations;
schools; houses of worship; educational, historical, cultural institutions. Kindly note
that private residential and/or municipal gardens/plantings are not eligible.
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How To ENTER: Send an email to conservationevent@wiltonct.org «

« Include a representative photo or two, organization name, location O

of site to be judged, contact name, phone number, email address =1

DON’T BE SHY! It’s the first time Wilton’s Conservation Commission in partnership with
the Wilton Pollinator Pathway are identifying a special site of native plants by an organiza-
tion. If your organization has a planting that you're proud of, snap a photo and send it in!

NOT SURE WHAT A NATIVE PLANT Is? Visit one of the websites below:
OF~0 <jportal.ct.gov/-lmedia/DEEP/wiIdIifelpdf_fiIesloutreachINativeLandscapingpdf.pdf [=] E!
wEH4 wiltonct.org/sites/g/files/vyhlif4046/f/luploads/summer2021_final.pdf §> O
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