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Wilton, CT 06897 
Michael.Wrinn@WiltonCT.org 
 
RE: Preapplication regarding property located at 254 Danbury Road 
 
Dear Chair Tomasetti, Commission Members, and Mr. Wrinn: 
 

Please find enclosed preapplication materials regarding a residential development at 254 
Danbury Road.  The property was recently purchased by our client, William D. Earls, AIA, who 
is a scholar of historic architecture.  A church, which dates back to 1859, is located on the property.  
Mr. Earls would like to preserve the architectural and historical aspects of the Church and convert 
it into four dwelling units, as well as remove the unattractive, large parking lot along Danbury 
Road and add three new structures, each consisting of two attached dwelling units.  The result will 
be to: (1) reduce the total site coverage from 51.7% to 44%; (2) add to Wilton’s housing stock near 
Wilton Town Center; and (3), preserve the historic structure while improving the remainder of the 
property with attractive dwelling units and landscaping.  

 
While the current regulations permit the adaptive use of historic structures in the R-1A and 

R-2A zones, the adaptive use provision of the regulations does not provide for a purely residential 
use of a historic structure.  We respectfully submit that this may have been an oversight in the 
existing regulation because a residential use would be less intrusive than a commercial one in the 
residential zones.  Similarly, the regulations do not explicitly permit the construction of attached 
dwelling units where a historic structure is being preserved, rehabilitated, restored and/or 
reconstructed for an adaptive use.  Such uses, however, are well aligned with a number of goals of 
Wilton’s Plan of Conservation and Development (“POCD”), for example: “the community has 
increasingly expressed interest in increasing housing type variety” (Page 8: Wilton Today); “the 
Wilton Community aspires to see the following vision realized: . . . A Wilton where new housing 
typologies . . . emerge through organic means to provide desired and versatile living” and where 
“natural and historic environments are preserved, integrated, and improved to become sought-after 
design features” (Page 21: Vision and Plan); “There is a desire to explore regulatory and financial 
means to protect historic assets and ensure that new development is consistent and compatible with 
the design history and character of Wilton . . . There is general support for regulatory and financial 
incentives for historic preservation” (Page 40: Goal 4: Preserve Wilton’s Rural Character, Historic 
Resources, and Cultural Landscapes); and, Wilton seeks to increase housing options by 
“encouraging property and redevelopment where development capacity and access to utility and 
transportation infrastructure exists into design-appropriate, attractive, and fiscally-prudent multi-



WOFSEY 
ROSEN 
KWESKIN & 
KURIANSKY LLP  
 

SINCE 1915 

family housing and small housing units” along Danbury Road south of Cannon Road, including 
by increasing permitted density along Danbury Road (Page 41). 

 
We have prepared a draft of a proposed zoning regulation amendment to facilitate this 

project that we will share with the Commission in advance of the preapplication hearing. 
Renderings of the project and a site plan are attached hereto. We look forward to presenting our 
preapplication to you and your feedback.  
 
 
       Very truly yours,  
 
       Wofsey, Rosen, Kweskin & Kuriansky, LLP 
       Attorneys William D. Earls, AIA 
 
       By:          /s/ Stephen A. Finn________ 
        Stephen A. Finn, Esq.     
       Wofsey, Rosen, Kweskin & Kuriansky, LLP 
       600 Summer Street, 7th Floor 
       Stamford, CT 06901, T: (203) 951-1332 
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